
                                                                 
 

 
Local Government branches with schools (England)  
 
 

Speak up for Schools: Getting ready for the consultative ballot 
 
 
To help your branch get ready for the speak up for schools consultative ballot please 
find below a ten point action list. We hope that this will help your local campaign run 
smoothly, so that you are able to engage as many members as possible in the 
consultative ballot.  
 
1) Remember that this is consultation is a national e-ballot - so you won’t need 

to do a local paper based ballot. But please make sure that as many schools 
members as possible update their membership record. This can be done 
online. 

 
2) Order campaign leaflets – UNISON online catalogue number 4052. Make 

sure that all the schools in your branch have the leaflet so that members know 
about this campaign and consultation and that they start to update their 
contact details.  

 
3) Download campaign posters – UNISON online catalogue number 4053. You 

can customise the posters to add in the date and venue of your schools 
meetings.  

 
4) Plan your school ‘virtual polling booths’. Arrange the dates that you’ll visit 

the schools in your branch so that you can hold meetings and walkarounds. 
You can use your mobile phone, tablet, laptop etc to set up a virtual polling 
booth where members can vote online.  

 
5) Pull together a list of reps and workplace contacts who will help with visiting 

schools. Some schools are drawing on retired members to help visit schools 
and distribute campaign materials. 

 
6) Use the UNISON PowerPoint presentation at your meetings to explain to 

members and future members what this consultation is about. You will find 
this in the ‘Resources’ section of this webpage. We have already circulated a 
version with speakers notes to branches but if you missed it then please 
email education@unison.co.uk . 

 
7) Use the online campaign tool. Use this tool so that members can update 

their email addresses and phone numbers; to enable non-members to join 
online; to let us know which schools you have visited and how these visits 
went.  

 

https://www.unison.org.uk/our-campaigns/speak-up-for-schools/
https://www.unison.org.uk/our-campaigns/speak-up-for-schools/
mailto:education@unison.co.uk
https://speakupforschools.unison.org.uk/
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8) Share the gif! You can share this gif on social media and remember to use 
our hashtag #speakupforschools.  

 
9) Check the Freqeuntly Asked Questions attached if you’re not sure of 

anything. If you have another question to add to these FAQs then please 
email education@unison.co.uk and we will update the list.  

 
10) Keep up to date with the UNISON website, social media and branch circulars 

for updates.  
 

Thanks for all your work on this campaign. We want to make sure that all members 
are speaking up for schools and that support staff and our children and young people 
get the resources they need and deserve.  
 

https://medialibrary.unison.org.uk/pages/search.php?search=%21collection200&k=31a9146a2d
mailto:education@unison.co.uk

