
25 ideas to make your branch celebration go with a swing



Celebration time! 

UNISON came into being 25 years ago and in the face of hostile 
trade union legislation and attempts to decimate and privatise our 
public services we have grown and become strong.

Three unions – NUPE, NALGO and COHSE came together on 
1 July 1993 on ‘Vesting Day’ to form one union to represent all 
public service workers – wherever they work.

Of our 1.3 million members, around 80% are women, making us 
the biggest organisation representing women in the UK. That alone 
is cause for celebration. But there is so much more to be proud 
of and as a young forward looking union that is proud of its past, 
we will be celebrating and recruiting for the whole year – from July 
2018 to June 2019.

We have brought together some of the best ideas we have 
heard for you to adapt. So, why not plan some events in your 
branches and workplaces over the next 12 months to support your 
recruitment activity? We know you are busy, but there’s plenty that 
we’ve achieved that’s worth showing off.

Get the look! 
To help you on your way we have developed a new look for the 
celebrations. It’s a cheeky figure 25 made up from little icons – or 
emojis if you like – that represent key themes in UNISON. The 25 
comes with the slogan ‘celebrating 25 years in UNISON’. You can 
create your own icons too to add to the collection. You can use the 
25 as it is or separate the icons out.

Hang out the bunting, download the artwork, get the cake 
decorations and away you go!

We have mugs, pens, badges, T-shirts and much more for you to 
order from the ‘25 years in UNISON’ section of the online catalogue:

www.unison.org.uk/catalogue

Head to the web 
Head to our webpages for resources, facts and figures about 
our successes over the last 25 years and get the downloadable, 
adaptable resources like certificates, social media graphics and 
much more. Everything you need to help your event go with a swing! 

www.unison.org.uk/25

Share your stories
Below are ideas to get you started, 
but also share your own stories at: 

www.unison.org.uk/25 

Join us on social media using the hashtag: #UNISON25

25 ideas for 25 years

We are proud of our union and of 
our achievements over the last 25 
years and we think members will be 
proud too. Highlighting our work is 
always a good way to attract new 
members and celebrating 25 years 
of UNISON is a good way to remind 
the public of the important work 
UNISON members do to care for, 
educate, inspire, protect, help and 
heal people. All the reasons why 
public services are worth defending. 

Dates for your diary 
Think about some of the key points 
in your year and plan celebrations 
around them. 

You might want to tie an event in to 
your branch AGM, or pick a national 
day or week, for example Black 
History Month (October), Workers 
Memorial Day (28 April), International 
Nurses Day (12 May), International 
Women’s Day (8 March) and so on.

Charity begins in your branch 
You could organise a fundraising 
event for a local charity, UNISON’s 
charity ‘There for You’, or our own 
President’s Charity. 

We’ve come up with (a few more 
than) 25 ideas to get you started. Or 
you may have your own ideas that 
would work better in your branch. But 
do tell us what you are planning so 
we can share your ideas with other 
branches – and don’t forget to send 
in your pictures so we can share 
them on social media. You might 
inspire another branch to organise a 
fantastic birthday bash too!



Hold a 25th birthday firework party 
on 5 November, at Eid or Diwali 
(make sure your health and safety 
rep is involved!). 

Organise a themed quiz night, with 
all the answers related to UNISON, 
25 or silver.

If you already have a branch awards 
scheme (best recruiter, best rep etc) 
why not rebrand them the ‘UNISON 
silver branch awards’ for this year? 
And, if you don’t have an awards 
programme this could be a great 
time to inaugurate your silver annual 
awards. Categories could include 
best recruiter, best rep, health and 
safety initiative of the year, best 
learning event, etc. You could then 
have a silver awards night with 
cakes, quizzes and raffles. It’s a 
great way to showcase the great 
work of your branch in a 25th 
anniversary context.

Write a feature on your branch 
website featuring 25 branch 
members talking about why they 
joined UNISON and how the union 
has helped them.

Hold a birthday party. You can 
perhaps turn a regular branch 
meeting into a 25-year celebration 
with quizzes, cakes and music. 
Find a playlist of songs with 25 or 
silver in the title – that could be 
a little challenge in advance for 
music – loving members in your 
branch. And don’t forget our cake 
toppers can be downloaded for 
local printing from the web pages: 
www.unison.org.uk/25

Run a monthly recruitment initiative 
– the 25th person to join UNISON 
that month wins a prize (and so 
does the person who recruited 
them). Or you could make it a one-
off anniversary recruitment month.

Use one of the national events 
(Black History Month, LGBT, or 
disabled history months, Mandela 
Day, International Workers’ Memorial 
Day, International Women’s Day, 
International Nurses Day etc to 
celebrate 25 years of UNISON. Have 
a party and invite members and 
non-members – don’t forget to order 
your UNISON bunting in good time: 
www.unison.org.uk/catalogue

Use your local days – market days, 
local melas (south Asian festivals), 
carnivals, prides and political 
events to join in with the local 
community and promote public 
services. You may be able to get a 
Campaign Fund grant. Email: 
politicalfundadmin@unison.co.uk

Hold an anniversary stall in your 
workplace and use it to talk to 
members and remind them about 
UNISON and the benefits they get 
from membership – and to recruit 
new members. You can use our 
pens, badges etc as giveaways, 
and why not have a quiz or a 
competition to guess the number of 
silver sweets in a jar?



Have a UNISON bake-off and give 
a prize to the branch member 
who bakes the best UNISON 25th 
birthday cake.

Organise a branch poetry competition 
and ask members to write a poem 
about UNISON at 25. Make a display 
of the winning poems.

Get sponsored. Ask branch 
members to do a sponsored event 
locally to raise money either for 
UNISON’s President’s Charity or 
There for You. You can consider 
things like a 2.5 mile walk or 25-
mile bike ride, 25 members doing 
a parachute jump or abseiling, 
knitting 25 scarves or jumpers. The 
craft opportunities are endless.

Link up with a local charity – 
perhaps one that helps the elderly 
– and find 25 people that UNISON 
members can help with some 
gardening or shopping. That’s a 
great way of showing the local 
community that UNISON members 
care about local people outside of 
work as well.

Involve your employer if they 
are willing and organise a joint 
celebration – or get them to promote 
anything you organise. You could 
ask if they would consider donating 
raffle or competition prizes, give you 
space and time for a party, or would 
help you organise some sort of 
workplace awards ceremony.

If you want to wait for Christmas to 
celebrate our 25th anniversary, why 
not organise presents from your 
UNISON branch to give to children 
who are in hospital over Christmas 
or to older people in care homes. 
You could get special 25 silver gift 
cards and use silver wrapping paper.

Have an Easter egg hunt – silver 
eggs, 25 of them, one for each year 
of UNISON.

Find a UNISON member in your 
branch who is 25 years old and 
interview them about why they joined 
UNISON – or find members who have 
been in UNISON for between one 
and 25 years – you could use two 
quotes a month on your website or in 
your branch newsletter.

Put a playlist together of the 
best-selling singles in each of 
the 25 years since UNISON was 
created. Then play it at all your 25th 
anniversary events.

Organise a giant birthday card for 
UNISON and get members and 
employers to sign it and leave 
birthday messages. That will help 
emphasise the importance of 
partnership working between union 
and employees. Display it in your 
offices, canteen or library – make 
sure it lets people know how they 
can join UNISON too.

If you are looking to organise a 
UNISON quiz as part of a branch 
meeting, you could make the 
questions all about 25 things 
UNISON has achieved for members 
locally and nationally (see our 
briefing in the resources section at: 
unison.org.uk/25 for quiz ideas). 

Go big – get people to stand 
together to spell out the number 
25 and take a photograph for your 
branch website, newsletter or local 
newspaper to go along with a letter 
about UNISON’s achievements. It 
will get noticed, especially if you 
ask your employer if you can do it 
where you work.

Why not organise a 25th birthday 
prize draw in your local branch and 
ask members to take part? Invite your 
MP, councillors, employers – whoever 
you feel it is appropriate to invite.

Have a karaoke night and make 
all the songs about 25 or silver or 
songs that made the top 25 in the 
last 25 years.

Have a party where all the guests 
wear something silver – top hat, 
waistcoat, shawl etc. Don’t forget 
to invite your retired members 
and introduce them to your young 
members to share stories of ‘when I 
was 25’ or ‘25 years ago’.



Order the UNISON 25th birthday 
badges and give one to every 
member of your branch. Choose a 
date, could be the 25th of a month, 
and ask them to wear their badge 
that day to get noticed. 

Have a coffee morning in your 
workplace and give out free coffee 
and tea and UNISON 25th birthday 
cupcakes. And why not give 
everyone a leaflet about UNISON’s 
work for members at the same time.

Make a film. If someone in the 
branch is a dab hand with a camera 
(or phone video) you can script and 
make a 30-second film about what’s 
best about your branch – or your 
achievements. Post it on YouTube 
or other social media (make sure 
anyone in it knows where it will be 
used). It doesn’t have to be polished 
or serious. It could be the branch 
singing ‘Happy Birthday’. If it goes 
well… start a choir!

Find your longest serving member 
and interview them about the 
union back in the day when Major 
was Prime Minister, UKIP was 
formed, inflation was at 1.6%, the 
government was almost defeated 
by anti-European Community rebels 
and a Northern Ireland peace 
looked possible. What’s changed, 
what’s better, what’s worse? Or 
find the person in the branch who 
joined closest to 1 July 1993. You 
can use the WARMS system to 
identify these people.

List your branch achievements on 
your website, in your newsletter and 
tell your local press about them.

These are just some ideas 
for marking our 25th birthday 
celebrations. You may want 
to combine some of them into 
one big event, or you may 
want to pick two or three. 
And of course, you may have 
your own ideas.

Whatever you arrange, be 
proud of your union, encourage 
members to be proud of their 
union for standing up for them 
and the public services they 
provide. And have fun!
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Useful places

Tell us your stories and find out more 
www.unison.org.uk/25 

For social media, use the hashtag #UNISON25

And you can email campaigns@unison.co.uk 

www.unison.org.uk/catalogue

www.unison.org.uk/25


