
Let us work for a better future 
Take part in ÍUNISON week 
8 – 14 February 2016
Union members across the UK will be taking part 
in a week of action from 8 to 14 February. 

Many of you will know about – and have taken part in – the campaign 
against the Trade Union Bill. We won some important changes to the Bill 
in the House of Commons, but at the time of writing this briefing we don’t 
know whether it will become law or not, or if any amendments have been 
made in the House of Lords. 

What we do know is that, whatever happens with the Bill, this government 
is intent on hurting working people and undermining trade unions. We are 
campaigning to defeat the Bill, but we also need to make sure we are ready 
to deal with the consequences of it. 

Which means we must get stronger. Í UNISON week is part of Í unions 
week, a national event organised by the TUC; it is the time to begin making 
our movement as resilient as possible. To do this we need to make sure that 
our current members feel proud to be in their union and that we spread the 
word and recruit new members. We know how important unions are – now 
let’s show everyone. 

There is more information below on suggested activities, along with various 
resources that you can order to help make your activities as successful as 
possible. 

What’s happening during the week

The week is about celebrating UNISON and the achievement of all unions, 
and making sure we are the strongest union we can be.

The main aims for the week are:
1. Hold an event for your members 
2. Show non-members the benefits of being in a union 

Hold an event for your members

There are several measures in the Trade Union Bill that would make 
organising and working for a fairer society much more difficult. The more 
engaged our members are, the stronger we will be and the more able to 
represent our members. Now is the time to engage members so that we 
can organise and recruit for a stronger UNISON. 
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Suggested activities 

Health day

One UNISON branch recently organised a health day in which they talked 
to members about stress, and work/life balance, and even brought in 
occupational therapists to talk to them.

Unhealthy (cake) day 

As unhealthy as they may be, cakes always help draw members to a 
meeting. Why not have some cake and take the chance to talk to members. 

The Big Workplace Meeting 

Union members across the country will be taking part in one huge workplace 
meeting, by all meeting at the same time and watching a live broadcast 
by Frances O’Grady of the TUC. This presentation will start at 12.45pm on 
Tuesday 9 February and can be found by going to www.heartunions.org. 

Hold a lunch time learning session

UNISON Learning and Organising Services (LAOS) has a wide range of 
courses, short workshops and learning resources such as activities around 
stress awareness and improving your skills, which can encourage members 
to get learning and involved. If your branch is interested in running a 
learning event, we have funding of up to £250 as part of the ULF (Union 
Learning Fund project) for catering, publicity and room hire to run a taster 
session (conditions apply). There are also workshops and toolkit activities 
available to be run in the workplace or branch, so to find out more about 
how you can get involved, contact your Union Learning Rep (ulr) or regional 
education team. Or visit: http://learning.unison.org.uk/

 To find out more about what funding is available email: 
LearningAndOrganising@unison.co.uk quoting Heart UNISON.

Tell us how you’re combating discrimination 

UNISON is currently running a survey to collate information on all the great 
work members do to tackle discrimination and promote equality. Please 
take part: https://goo.gl/B7aJcK 
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Sign up to the campaign at unison.org.uk /tradeunionbill



Show non-members about the great things unions do

It’s hard to believe, but some people don’t even know that it was unions 
that gave the world weekends. And lots more. Make sure your colleagues 
know that unions have brought significant changes to society, such as: 

• a national minimum wage;

• the abolition of child labour;

• improved worker safety;

• improving living standards by reducing the number of hours in the 
working week and encouraging a healthy work/life balance;

• improved parental leave;

• equality legislation;

• better protection of migrant workers and a reduction in exploitation;

• minimum holiday and sickness entitlements.

Suggested activities 

Let your whole workplace know what you achieve

Have you saved the local library? Sorted a parking problem? Helped organise 
training? There will be a poster in February’s issue of In Focus that has a 
blank space for you to fill in your branch’s biggest achievement (or just 
one of your many achievements). Fill it in and put it up on your workplace 
noticeboard. 

Show your pride in your union

Order heart UNISON stickers from the catalogue (stock number 3617).

Share your story online

Trade union members across the UK will be taking part in activities that 
exemplify the great things unions have achieved. 

Download some of the graphics from unison.org.uk/tradeunionbill and share 
them to your social networks or share your own stories about the benefits 
of being in a union.  

Photo boards for you to hold up are available on the catalogue (stock 
number 3618). 
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Write to your local newspaper/organise your own letter writing day

Many trade union members will be writing to their local newspaper to let 
them know what they’re doing during the week and why they’re proud of 
being in a union. You could even hold a session in which all your members 
write to the local paper. 

Recruit new members

When people see the great things you’ve done they may want to join 
UNISON. Make sure you’re ready with recruitment forms. 

Resources 

Poster in In Focus magazine 

• In the current issue of In Focus you will have a poster you can put up 
that says ‘Did you know your local UNISON branch… [fill in your branch’s 
biggest achievement, or just fill in when and where you meet so people 
can come along].

Materials available on the catalogue 

• A general leaflet on the Trade Union Bill (stock number 3569)

• Stickers ‘ÍUNISON’ (stock number 3617 – available on the catalogue 
shortly)

• Photo board (stock number 3618 – available on the catalogue shortly) 

Materials available to download from UNISON.org.uk/TradeUnionBill

• Updated briefing on the TU Bill


