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April date for UNISON’s international seminar
The next international seminar for branch and regional international activists will take place in London over the weekend of the 17-19 April. This is slightly later than usual due to the mobilisation for the G20 meeting taking place on 28 March. One of the central themes for the weekend will be the global economic and financial crisis and the trade union response. There will also be an extensive report from the recent UNISON delegation to meet sister unions in Southern Africa. Palestine and Cuba will also feature on the programme. Information on registering can be found at: http://www.unison.org.uk/international/pages_view.asp?did=8174 
Global challenge to G20 - London march
As many UNISON members as possible - and all our activists - should pull out the stops to take to the streets of London on 28 March for a mass demonstration before the meeting of the G20 group of leading economy governments. That was the clear call from the union’s national executive council to members as the G20 prepares to hold a summit on the global financial crisis.
The march will take place in central London starting at 11am at Victoria Embankment. UNISON plans to have a massive presence on the march as it adds its voice to the call to put people first! To help regions and branches mobilise for the demonstration UNISON has launched its own dedicated web pages which you can view at: http://www.unison.org.uk/ppf 
Lobby of parliament on Gaza 
The Palestine Solidarity Campaign has called a lobby of Parliament for Wednesday 11 March. The aim of the lobby is to raise the need for urgent action to be taken by the British government to address the horrific humanitarian crisis that has been forced upon the people of Gaza.

Israel's war against the 1.5 million people in Gaza killed over 1300, including 431 children, and injured over 5,300, including 1,872 children. Gaza’s infrastructure has been destroyed. Hospitals and schools have been bombed and the water and sewage system seriously damaged. 

Hundreds of thousands of people demonstrated against Israel’s military assault on Gaza. UNISON wants to see the British government take action to ensure an end to the denial of peace and justice for Palestinian people. The Palestine Solidarity Campaign is organising this lobby of parliament to ensure that the British government listens to their voices and is fully aware of the scale and breadth of support for peace and justice for the people of Gaza. The lobby will be focusing on the need for an immediate end to the blockade on Gaza. 

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign will also be making the following demands:
· for a suspension of the EU-Israel Trade Agreement 
· Israeli war criminals to be brought to justice 
· for an end to the arms trade with Israel
· for the government to act to implement international law, including an immediate end to Israeli occupation. 
More information is available from the Palestine Solidarity Campaign office: Tel 020 7700 6192 or www.palestinecampaign.org 

Medical Aid for Palestinians
UNISON is urging branches to donate funds to Medical Aid for Palestinians’ emergency appeal for Gaza, as medical staff in Gaza report that many more people could die as medical equipment runs out. General secretary, Dave Prentis, said, “The people of Gaza are suffering and their suffering is compounded by the lack of essential medical supplies and equipment. Nurses, doctors and ambulance workers have all come under attack, making the job of caring for the injured and dying even more difficult.”

UNISON nationally has made a £10,000 donation to MAP, and is encouraging regions and branches to also make donations. Lambeth local government branch has already raised over £2,000 in response to the appeal, and we are hoping that other branches can match their remarkable response to the call for donations.

Donations can be made via the MAP website www.map-uk.org 
Arbitrary dismissal of workers in Colombia

After the arbitrary dismissal of 2,300 municipal workers in Barranquilla, Colombia, 70% of whom are trade unionists, the mayor is now facing a disciplinary investigation. The dismissals by Mayor Alejandro Char Chaljub are the result of an on-going restructuring process in the central administration and decentralised institutions of the city. The trade unions representing most of the workers, including UNISON sister unions SINALSERPUB and SINTRENAL, have vigorously opposed this process not least because of the lack of proper consultation, the failure to observe legal requirements and the high job losses which have resulted. 

Several of the trade unionists who have voiced opposition to the process now find themselves the target of a paramilitary group which has issued death threats against them.
PSI, the global union for public service unions, is calling on the international community to keep sending letters demanding the reinstatement of all the dismissed workers. You can also email the mayor of Barranquilla at  
www.world-psi.org/TemplateEn.cfm?Section=Urgent_actions2&Template=/UrgentActionsEmailer/EN_Baranquilla_form.htm 
Strengthening ties with African unions

A UNISON delegation will be visiting southern Africa from 28 February to 12 March 2009. The delegation will travel to Swaziland, Malawi and South Africa. The group will meet with many of our sister unions to discuss how we can strengthen our relationships and take forward joint international work on public services.

The delegation is made up of eight regional representatives, three members of the NEC/international committee and staff, and is being organised for UNISON by Action for Southern Africa (ACTSA).

The aims of the delegation include: gaining a better understanding of the legacy of apartheid and the current challenges facing the region and the impact this has on trade unions; increasing our understanding of the impacts of HIV/AIDS on communities, workplaces and trade unions; and learning about UNISON’s regional HIV/AIDS project and other projects UNISON has been involved in.

On their return, delegates will play an important role in building on UNISON’s international development and public services work at a national and regional level.
You can follow the delegation’s visit to the region as they will be posting regular updates on their blog http://www.unison.org.uk/international/unison_in_africa.asp 
HIV/AIDS seminar in Malawi a success
Sister unions in Malawi organised a highly successful seminar on HIV/AIDS which took place on 9 and 10 February 2009 as part of UNISON’s DFID-funded HIV/AIDS project.

The seminar was attended by 30 trade unionists from the three main public sector trade unions: the Civil Service Trade Union, the Water Employees Trade Union of Malawi and the Malawi Municipal Workers Union.

The seminar provided unions with the opportunity to share skills and best practice and receive information on issues such as policy development; collective bargaining; stigma and discrimination; occupational health and safety; and working with NGOs – all in the context of the struggle against HIV/AIDS.

Feedback from the seminar was positive, but participants would have liked more time to discuss the issues. On returning to their branches, participants have committed to sharing what they have learnt with other members and their employers. 

The second meeting of the coordination team for the DFID project took place on 11 Feb 2009 in Malawi. The team is made up of trade unionists from the region; project staff; and UNISON officials. Discussions centred on the regional southern African seminar planned for September 2009; country seminars held in Mozambique and Malawi; development of training and education materials, such as the series of how-to guides; and preparation for the annual report for the project funders, the UK Department for International Development.

Campaigning for change - the right to health care
No-one should have to check their wallet before seeing a doctor. But the reality is that they do. This must, and can, change. UNISON is campaigning with Oxfam to demand political and financial action on the scaling up of quality public health services in developing countries.

With many countries currently lacking public health services, people are forced to pay for treatment from the private sector, which can create a number of problems. Buying expensive, often out-of-date drugs from unqualified shopkeepers drives people further into poverty. Pregnancy becomes a game of Russian roulette - a woman dies in childbirth every minute because of a lack of well-equipped, local health clinics and qualified health workers.

Yet, a growing number of donors, such as the World Bank, are promoting the expansion of private sector health care delivery as a means of achieving universal and equitable access to health care services. But, the evidence shows that prioritising this approach is extremely unlikely to deliver health care for poor people. 

In contrast, public health systems can deliver essential health services even in the poorest countries. Sri Lanka, for example, has managed to cut maternal mortality rates to one of the lowest in the world by building free public health systems. And Uganda, Malawi and East Timor have shown real improvements by investing in public health care. Only developing countries that rely mainly on public sector delivery have succeeded in providing health care for everyone.

Make public health care a reality for all. Take action!

Email Douglas Alexander, Secretary of State for International Development and ask that the UK government lead the way and act as a champion to encourage the international community and particularly the World Bank to: 

• invest in free public health services in developing countries

• invest in 4.25 million more health workers worldwide

• stop promoting private health care services that are risky and unproven.

Take action at: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/get_involved/campaign/actions/unison.html
UNISON support for European trade unions 

As the economic and financial crisis takes hold trade unions around Europe have begun to organise protest actions and strikes. UNISON is convinced that a fair and positive outcome from the current crisis is dependent on solidarity between unions both here and internationally so that the real needs of working people can be put at the top of the agenda. 
UNISON has therefore sent messages of solidarity to the French CGT for the general strike on 29 January, the public services federation of the CGIL in Italy for their strike on 13 February and public services union ADEDY in Greece for the strike on 25 February. We have also recently supported a major protest by the GWU in Malta in defence of public services. Our sister unions in Ireland were very active in getting over 120,000 people to demonstrate in Dublin at the end of February and are balloting members for strike action against the so-called “public sector pensions levy”, in effect a pay cut for all Irish public sector workers.
Amnesty and TUC sign new partnership
Amnesty International UK and the TUC have signed a new partnership which will mean a closer working relationship between both organisations on human and trade union rights. Amnesty Director Kate Allen and TUC General Secretary Brendan Barber put their signatures to the memorandum of understanding at a special breakfast event at the TUC's London headquarters, Congress House. 
The signing also marks the start of celebrations to mark 30 years of Amnesty's trade union network in which UNISON has been involved since it was set up in the late 70’s.
As well as joint campaigning on behalf of workers all over the world and against widespread human rights abuses in countries such as China, Zimbabwe and Colombia, the new agreement will see the two organisations support each other's efforts to attract new supporters. The TUC will encourage union members in the UK to join Amnesty, while Amnesty will encourage its members to join unions so their rights can be better protected at work.
To this end, UNISON will be working with Amnesty to encourage branches and regions to affiliate and to get local Amnesty groups to work on joint campaigns and urgent actions.

You can find out more about UNISON’s work with Amnesty and details of how to affiliate your branch to the trade union network here http://www.amnesty.org.uk/unison 
UNISON affiliations
Are you trying to kick start international issues in your branch but are not sure how to garner interest? Most people will have a view about the global crisis and how workers all over the world are being laid off as banks and big businesses are being bailed out with public money. Many will be concerned about the worsening situation in Gaza in the wake of the enormous humanitarian disaster and will also be following events in Zimbabwe. Many will be interested in social developments in Cuba and Venezuela. UNISON has policy on all these areas and works with other organisations who work closely on these issues.
You could suggest your branch affiliating to one of the many organisations that are making a real difference to people’s lives around the world. Whether it’s Action for Southern Africa, Cuba Solidarity Campaign or Palestine Solidarity Campaign, affiliating to one of these organisations can make a world of difference and may get your branch more involved in UNISON’s international work. Organisations you affiliate to will send you regular updates on their campaigns and events, and possibly send a speaker to one of your meetings. Have a look here to see who UNISON is currently affiliated to.
http://www.unison.org.uk/resources/links.asp#international 
Help shape international development
The Department for International Development (DFID) has issued an invitation to get involved in regional consultations which will help shape a White Paper on international development. The consultation events are being held between 18 March and 13 May in twelve regional locations. There will be contributions from a DFID minister, speakers from one of the many organisations that are working hard to help eliminate global poverty and stories from volunteers who have worked on an international development project.

UNISON is urging members to attend these consultations and to put forward our policies on international development, and in particular to argue the case for decent work to be central to development.

If you would like to participate in the consultation taking place in your region you can get more details from http://www.coievents.co.uk/dfidwhitepaperconsultation 
UNISON activist cycles Cuba

Branch international officer, David McKnight, is taking part in the Cycle Cuba Challenge 2009 in aid of the Music Fund for Cuba. Sponsor money raised will help provide much needed arts and music materials for children and young people in Cuba. The easiest way to sponsor David is by donating online at: http://www.justgiving.com/davidmcknight
The Music Fund for Cuba was first established in memory of the singer Kirsty MacColl in 2001.

The Cycle Cuba Challenge is an annual event coordinated by the Cuba Solidarity Campaign. For more info you can visit www.musicfundforcuba.org.uk and/or www.cuba-solidarity.org 

Events

22 Feb - 8 March, Fair trade fortnight, London

Annual fair trade event at the South Bank, London

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/fairtrade_fortnight/fairtrade_fortnight_2009/default.aspx  

11 March, Mass lobby of parliament for Gaza, London

Lobby of parliament on Gaza. Ask your MP for a meeting
http://www.palestinecampaign.org 

11 March, Mass rally on Gaza, London

Mass rally to follow the lobby of parliament 
http://www.palestinecampaign.org 

28 March, G20 march, London

National march as part of global campaign to challenge G20
http://www.unison.org.uk/ppf 
4 April, National conference Venezuela, London
Venezuela Information Centre national conference

http://www.vicuk.org   

17 - 19 April, UNISON international weekend seminar, London
The international seminar for branch international officers will take place in London.

http://www.unison.org.uk/international/pages_view.asp?did=8174 
Publications

UNISON international newsletter

The current edition of the international newsletter in Word format

http://www.unison.org.uk/international 
UNISON’s international work

Leaflet on UNISON’s international work explaining why we do international work, current priority areas and countries, why members should get involved and why non-members should join UNISON

http://www.unison.org.uk/file/intwork.pdf 

Action on HIV/AIDS leaflet

Working with sister unions worldwide to tackle HIV/AIDS

http://www.unison.org.uk/file/HIV.1.pdf 

Sewerage works

PSIRU report on how sanitation systems can save lives in developing countries

http://www.unison.org.uk/file/sewerage.pdf 
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You have received this email because you are listed as a branch international officer, 

If you have any contributions or have a technical problem with this email, our contact details are: 

tel: 020 7551 1113 fax: 020 7551 1471

email: IRelations@unison.co.uk  
http://www.unison.org.uk/international 

