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European day of action for public services

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) has called a day of action for Wednesday 29 September to protest at the wave of public service cuts and attacks on the terms of conditions of public service workers that is taking place across Europe. Under the slogan ‘No to austerity – priority for jobs and growth’ the ETUC has called a major demonstration in Brussels. UNISON will send a contingent to join the expected 100,000 workers on the streets of Brussels calling for an end to inequality and unemployment. In parallel with the Euro-demonstrations in Brussels other actions are taking place across Europe. The main Spanish unions, the CC.OO and UGT have called a general strike for that day and there will also be demonstrations in many other European cities, including many major regional centres in the UK.  
Details www.etuc.org 

Action for Palestine

The TUC congress this week reaffirmed its support for a boycott of illegal Israeli settlement goods, and also called for divestment from companies profiting from the occupation which UNISON sees as a welcome development. The General Council gave a commitment to build the joint TUC-Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) campaign on settlement goods and put the burden of proof on supermarkets to demonstrate that goods in their stores do not come from illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank.

PSC has called for a week of action from 6-13 November to promote its boycott, divestment and sanctions campaign. UNISON supports the joint PSC/TUC Israeli settlement goods campaign and the week would be a good opportunity for UNISON branches to link up with their local PSC group for joint campaigning.

The PSC is also supporting the annual lobby of parliament on the UN day for Palestine which will this year take place on 24 November. 

More information about both events from the PSC website www.palestinesolidarity.org 

Struggling for workers’ rights in Colombia
UNISON joined German sister union ver.di on a joint delegation to Colombia in August. The delegation met with representatives of a large number of trade unions as well as with human rights defenders, opposition politicians and the families of some of the victims of the oppression of trade unionists. It also met with the vice-president elect and with other state officials. The delegation was struck both by the extent and the severity of the attacks on the trade union movement (as well as on indigenous groups and displaced persons) but also by the courage and determination of trade union activists and their supporters to continue the struggle for their basic human and labour rights. A full report of the delegation will be available shortly and the next meeting of UNISON’s international committee will be considering, in the light of the report, how best UNISON can take forward its work in Colombia.   

Opposition to Colombia/EU free trade agreement

During the recent UNISON/ver.di delegation to Colombia an issue that was raised frequently concerned the signing of a free trade agreement (FTA) between Colombia and the European Union. UNISON’s trade union partners – as well as many others - in Colombia were totally opposed to the agreement for two main reasons. Firstly it would have a detrimental effect on jobs, especially in the public services, as the FTA would open the door to even more privatisation and outsourcing, and in agriculture where the FTA would lead to an increase in food imports and thus a decline in domestic agriculture. But secondly, and even more importantly, UNISON’s partners believed that it was wrong to sign the FTA when Colombia was in breach of its human rights obligations. Signing the FTA they argued would give a green light to the Colombian regime to carry on with – or even step up - it’s appalling practices which have resulted in nearly 3,000 trade unionists being murdered for carrying out basic trade union activity in the last 25 years. UNISON is actively campaigning with Justice for Colombia (JfC) to prevent the FTA being signed (more about the campaign at Justice for Colombia). UNISON will also be supporting a number of related events in November in the UK and Brussels. Once the events have been finalised details will be posted on UNISON’s website. 

The fight for democracy in Swaziland 
On 7 September the Swaziland Democracy Campaign held a Global Day of Action to highlight the extreme political repression operating in Swaziland. King Mswati III rules his absolute monarchy with authoritarian means. Political parties are banned and political, trade union and civic activists are routinely threatened and arrested.  On 4 May activist Stephen Sipho Jele was found hanging in his cell, having been arrested on 1 May for wearing a T-shirt supporting the PUDEMO political party. An independent pathologist found no evidence of suicide.

On 6 September a delegation of international trade unionists visiting Swaziland to mark the Global Day of Action were detained, harassed and deported. It is a clear sign that the growing movement for democracy is having an impact. The harsh reaction of the Swazi security services catapulted the often overlooked Swazi regime into the full glare of the African and international media.

UNISON representatives have visited Swaziland and are working closely with sister trade union the National Public Service and Allied Workers Union (NAPSAWU) and the Swaziland Democracy Campaign. UNISON funded the new Swaziland Democracy Campaign website. In the UK, UNISON is supporting the TUC and Action for Southern Africa’s (ACTSA) coordinated pressure on the Swaziland High Commission.

UNISON branches and regions are strongly encouraged to make a contribution to the work of the Swaziland Democracy Campaign.  Please contact international officer, Polly Jones, for further information about the issues or to make a donation on 020 7551 1214 or p.jones@unison.co.uk
For information about the Swaziland Democracy Campaign
For background information about the situation in Swaziland - ACTSA
For information about the TUC action on Swaziland
Striking for a living wage in South Africa 
On 6 September public sector unions across South Africa suspended a three-week long strike for a living wage and improved employment conditions. UNISON’s sister union, the National Health and Allied Workers Union (NEHAWU) has been at the centre of the action.

The unity and strength of the strike forced the employer to withdraw their latest offer and reopen negotiations. Over a million public service workers took action, closing many schools and hospitals. The Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) coordinated the negotiations, alongside the Independent Labor Caucus.  They are demanding a wage increase of 8.6 per cent and an increase in housing allowance from R 500 to R 1000. Inflation in 2010 is expected to be 6.3 per cent, but electricity prices alone are expected to increase by 25 per cent in 2010, 2011 and 2012.

UNISON congratulates public services workers across South Africa, in particular our friends and comrades in NEHAWU, on the success of their strike. We recognise the personal sacrifice many workers have made by taking the action and we salute their commitment to securing quality public services in South Africa provided by motivated public servants.

UNISON President, Angela Lynes, will be visiting South Africa at the end of September to attend NEHAWU’s 9th National Congress.

The latest NEHAWU bulletin on the strike.
A hand for Burma’s political prisoners
Amnesty International has launched an online photo action to highlight the case of the 2,200 political prisoners in Burma, imprisoned for peaceful activities including campaigning for democracy, supporting victims of cyclone Nargis and working for workers’ rights. UNISON is supporting the campaign and encouraging people to raise the case of labour activist Su Su Nway.
The Amnesty campaign is a simple one which allows people to upload a photo of themselves onto the Amnesty website with the name of a political prisoner written on the palm of their hand which is the Buddhist symbol for fearlessness. 
UNISON has been involved in the campaign for the release of political prisoners including UNISON honorary life member, Aung San Suu Kyi. As part of the Amnesty campaign UNISON is urging activists to write the name of Su Su Nway on their hand, and upload it onto the Amnesty website. Su Su Nway was originally imprisoned (and later released because of international pressure) for reporting cases of forced labour to the ILO. She is currently serving an eight and a half years’ sentence for pro-democracy activities.

Amnesty will take all the photos to a summit meeting of political leaders from Asia and Europe, in Brussels in October - the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). Amnesty will call on these leaders to press for freedom for Burma's political prisoners, and real human rights for Burma.
Write the name Su Su Nway on the palm of your hand. Hold up your hand and have your photo taken. Upload it to Amnesty hand for Burma Encourage others to do the same.
World Day for Decent Work

The World Day for Decent Work takes place on 7 October. Trade unions around the world will be stepping up the pressure for decent jobs and social justice. In the light of this Sharan Burrow, ITUC general secretary, recently stated: “Working people are still paying a heavy price for the world economic crisis, as the banking and finance sector returns to business as usual. Governments pledged major reforms to the global economy at the G20 in 2008 and 2009, but have failed to follow through. The jobs crisis, especially for young people, is getting worse, economic stimulus has been withdrawn too early in several major economies, and vital public services as well as development aid are being cut back in the name of fiscal consolidation.”  A special interactive website for the World Day for Decent Work (www.wddw.org) has been launched, containing information from last year’s events and information on activities being organised this year, including a night of comedy, politics and music featuring comedian Shappi Khorsandi, with special guest Kamrul Anam of the Bangladeshi textile workers’ movement. TUC, London, organised by Philosophy Football – Stand up for decent work. 
EU trade policy for decent work

World trade talks have been stalled for years at the World Trade Organisation. The threat of liberalised trade and its detrimental impact on working people, public services and the global South is now coming strongly from the European Union through its trade deals with countries around the world. As part of this strategy, the EU is consulting about its trade policy. The TUC has produced a response to the consultation. TUC response 
Beyond free trade: alternatives for decent work

War on Want, UK; WEED, Germany; and WIDE, Belgium are organising a two day conference for European trade unions and civil society organisations on 5-6 October in Brussels. The event is an ideal opportunity for UNISON activists to find out more about the European Union’s trade policies and the trade deals that are currently being negotiated, and explore in detail the impact they have on working people, development and the environment around the world. There are also opportunities to identify how to challenge these developments through trade union and civil society networks. More information
Playfair 2012

With less than two years until the London Olympics, UNISON is actively involved in the Playfair 2012 campaign. The campaign wants the organisers of the London Olympics and companies to aim for gold and ensure that workers producing sportswear and goods with the Olympic logo have their rights respected. Millions of people are employed in the global supply chains that produce kits for Olympic teams, and the sportswear and Olympic souvenirs available on our high streets. These mainly women workers, not just the athletes, help to make the Olympics possible. The Olympics is a multi-million pound industry. Adidas’ £100m sponsorship fee for the London games would pay over 400,000 Chinese sportswear workers’ wages for a year. An Indian football stitcher would have to sew 13 million balls a year to earn the same as Adidas CEO Herbert Hainer – that’s almost 100 per minute. Check out the Playfair 2012 website and see how you can get involved in the campaign. 

Appeal for Pakistan flood victims
UNISON donated £10,000 through the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) to the Pakistan flood appeal, and is urging branches to follow suit.


UNISON president Angela Lynes commented: "The recent floods in Pakistan are probably the worst humanitarian disaster in the UN's history because so many millions of people are affected. The international community must respond faster and more generously if more lives are not to be lost. I am appealing to UNISON members to contribute to the Disasters Emergency Committee who are overseeing the British aid effort. Please give what you can as thousands are dying needlessly from preventable diseases and millions more are without food or shelter."

Find out more about the Disasters Emergency Committee Pakistan flood appeal and how you can donate.
National delegate conference roundup
At UNISON’s annual conference in June, there was a packed international itinerary which included an international rally with trade union leaders from other European countries sharing their experiences on austerity measures being enforced on public services around Europe. 
The keynote international speaker at conference was Paul Moist of Canadian public service union, CUPE who told delegates that David Cameron was wrong to embrace the so-called ‘Canadian Model’ for cutting public services. Since being introduced in the 1990s Canada has seen essential public services devastated. Paul Moist said the drive to balance the federal books ‘destroyed the social fabric’ of the country.
At the international debates on the Wednesday motions were passed on Palestine, the murderous attacks on the Gaza aid flotilla, promoting a tax on international financial transactions (the Robin Hood tax) and, for the first time, conference agreed policy on the Philippines. This mandates UNISON to work for workers’ rights in the Philippines and campaign against killings and disappearances.
To see the motions in full go to international motions passed at conference 2010.

Regional news

A roundup of some activities from UNISON regions and branches around the UK. Please contact IRelations@unison.co.uk if you have articles for consideration.

Great North Run for Cuban medical missions in Haiti
Two UNISON members in Newcastle are running in the Great North Run in September in support of the work of the Cuban medical missions in Haiti and the charity the Music Fund for Cuba. They hope to raise around £500 which will go towards the almost £6,000 already raised by branches in the northern region for the Cuban medical relief in Haiti.

Paul Riley aged 26, a local organiser for UNISON, and Tommy Hodgson aged 33,  a Newcastle hospital worker, have been so impressed by the largely unreported work of the Cuban medical missions in Haiti that they have decided to use their run to raise funds and awareness for the cause.
The other recipient of money raised by the pair will be the Music Fund for Cuba which supports music and arts projects across the island including the renovation of the Miramar theatre in Havana.

To support the two runners you can send cheques direct to UNISON northern region marked on the back (Great North Run) and payable to UNISON northern region at 140-150 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle NE1 6TH or sponsor the runners via the JustGiving website www.justgiving.com/unisoncuba  You can still give after the event has finished.
Full URL links to articles above
TUC/PSC campaign on illegal Israeli settlement goods 

www.palestinecampaign.org/Index5b.asp?m_id=1&l1_id=3&l2_id=107 

Playfair 2012 London Olympics campaign 
www.playfair2012.org.uk
Amnesty International hand campaign Burma www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=11849
Justice for Colombia campaign against EU Free Trade Agreement

www.justiceforcolombia.org/?link=3_0_3
International motions passed at conference 2010 www.unison.org.uk/international/pages_view.asp?did=11642 

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) appeal for Pakistan flood victims

www.dec.org.uk  

Swaziland Democracy Campaign

http://swazidemocracy.org/index.php 

Action for Southern Africa – Swaziland 

www.actsa.org/page-1223-Swaziland.html 
TUC – information of Swaziland

www.tuc.org.uk/international/tuc-18464-f0.cfm 

NEHAWU latest bulletin on the strike
www.nehawu.org.za/uploads/Bulletin06092010.pdf
TUC response to EU on trade policy and decent work

www.tuc.org.uk/extras/TUCandEUtrade.pdf
Beyond free trade – Brussels conference 5-6 October

http://cms.horus.be/files/99931/Newsletter/War%20On%20Want%20-%20Invitation%20Conference.pdf
Events

Wednesday 29 September: European day of action for public services
1300 start at gare du Midi, Brussels
A number of UNISON regions are also organising actions on the day. Check with your regional office for details.

Details www.etuc.org 
5-6 October: Beyond free trade: alternatives for decent work, Brussels

1200 start on 5 October. War on Want and others – conference on decent work
Details http://cms.horus.be/files/99931/Newsletter/War%20On%20Want%20-%20Invitation%20Conference.pdf 

Wednesday 6 October: Enforced disappearances: Philippines
1830-2030 Amnesty International Human Rights Action Centre, London

Details www.unison.org.uk/international/pages_view.asp?did=11789
Thursday 7 October: Stand up for decent work, TUC, London
1800-2300 Night of comedy, politics and music featuring comedian Shappi Khorsandi, with special guest Kamrul Anam of the Bangladeshi textile workers’ movement
Details www.tuc.org.uk/events/detail.cfm?event=3218 
15-17 October: UNISON international seminar, Liverpool

Weekend of workshops, speakers and events highlighting UNISON’s international work

Oversubscribed so closed to new registrations 

Saturday 30 October: Action for Southern Africa AGM, London
AGM for ACTSA members and affiliates to help decide priorities for 2011
Details www.actsa.org/page-1421-Annual_General_Meeting.html 
6-13 November: Action for Palestine

Palestine Solidarity Campaign/TUC action against illegal Israeli settlement goods

Details www.palestinecampaign.org 

Tuesday 16 November: South East regional international seminar, Guildford
1030-1530 Guest Speaker Shane Enright, Amnesty International trade union section

To apply – contact Ron Harley, UNISON, 01273 544021

Wednesday 24 November: UN day for Palestine 
PSC lobby of parliament, Westminster, London

Details www.palestinecampaign.org 

