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			Democracy and elections
		


		

	UNISON is proud to be a member-led union. Democracy is central to our structure and our achievements have been reached as a representative, democratic union where everyone has an equal voice.

UNISON democracy

All members have a right to make the decisions which determine the work we do. This ties in with our key principles.

	Equality – we all deserve to be treated with respect and fairness.
	Solidarity – we support each other at work and in society.
	Democracy – members each have a right to make the decisions that shape their union.
	Participation – we share our skills, commitment and creativity to build a stronger union.




Branches, regions, service groups and self-organised groups can develop policy within their own ‘sphere of influence’.This means they develop and promote policy according to the needs of their own members, as long as these comply with UNISON’s rules.

They can affect UNISON’s broader policy in elections and conferences.

Elections

We make decisions by voting to elect members to particular positions within UNISON and to decide policy.

As a member of UNISON, you could stand for election to a number of different bodies:

	the regional council;
	the service group executives;
	the national committees of our member groups;
	if you are a member of Labour Link, you could stand for election as a regional Labour Link representative.
	the national executive council.


Equality is at the heart of the union’s beliefs. Since women make up two thirds of the UNISON’s membership, two-thirds of all of the union’s elected bodies must be women. We call this proportionality.

Two-thirds of the seats on the NEC, the union’s ruling body, are reserved for women and 13 seats are reserved for low-paid women. But all members are able to vote for these candidates in their regional or member group constituencies. All members are also able to vote for the national seats on the NEC for Black members and disabled members.

UNISON holds elections for its general secretary, national executive council (NEC), service group executives (SGE) and the Labour Link committee in England, Scotland and Wales.

These decide on issues and campaigns, oversee the running of the union and works with UNISON staff to support members. They represent UNISON to the wider world.

NEC, service group executive and Labour Link committee members are elected every two years by all eligible members of UNISON via a postal ballot.

The general secretary term of office is five years.

Conferences

Every year, delegates from all over the UK are elected by their branch, region, service group or self-organised group to the national delegate conference.

This is where we vote to decide our policies and campaigning priorities.

If a member wants to develop a policy by having a motion considered and adopted by a the national delegate conference or relevant service group conference, they can once they have:

	made sure they have support from other members in their branch, by having it adopted at a branch meeting;
	submitted the motion to the relevant conference.


 


	Current elections

	
Here you can find details about the current elections we are running – Service Group Election (SGE) for 2024



	Read more


	


	Previous elections

	
Here you will find details on the recent elections UNISON has held which have now completed.



	Read more
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	For use by members, branches and self-organised groups who want to participate in the union’s national executive council by elections.



	
				
											none
									

			
	
				
	
	
	2018 NEC by-election election address form (Word)

	25 June 2018

	For members who want to stand as a candidate in the 2018 national executive council by-election.



	
				
											none
									

			
	
				
	
	
	2018 NEC by-election procedures (PDF)

	25 June 2018

	For use by members, branches and self-organised groups who want to participate in the union’s national executive council by elections.



	
				
											none
									

			
	
				
	
	
	2018 NEC by-election Nomination form (word)

	25 June 2018
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	30 May 2017

	List of successful candidates elected to the 2017-2019 UNISON national executive council
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	NEC election 2017. Bi-lingual poster

	20 March 2017

	Bilingual A4 poster highlighting the forthcoming NEC election and asking members to use your vote, make your voice heard. Poster gives key  ballot timetable information
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	NEC election 2017. Bi-lingual leaflet

	20 March 2017

	Bilingual A5 leaflet highlighting the forthcoming NEC election and asking members to use your vote, make your voice heard. Poster gives key  ballot timetable information
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	20 March 2017

	A5 leaflet highlighting the forthcoming NEC election and asking members to use your vote, make your voice heard. Poster gives key  ballot timetable information
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	Your vote makes a difference Make sure you use it in every election postcard

	25 February 2016

	A postcard explaining why it is important to use your vote in every election, how to ensure that you are registered to vote and how to get a postal vote.
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Join today

Join UNISON and get essential cover wherever you work.

Join online now





UNISON in numbers

	UNISON has more than 1.3 million members and activists, making us one of Europe’s largest unions
	More than 70% of our members are women.
	UNISON is spread over 12 UK regions.
	There are more than 1,000 UNISON branches around the UK
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