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ADECCo
More than 400 agency staff working for Havering Council have banded together to tell of the misery of their miserly pay-packets.  Although officially temporary staff, many agency workers have been employed by the council long-term - some as long as 10 years - but they do not get the regular wage supplements enjoyed by permanent staff. The staff, who are employed by the agency Adecco, had not had a pay increase in six years, until September 2008 when the pay was increased by 7p an hour to meet the increase in the minimum wage.
Amey
The future of Unity City Academy on Teeside was in doubt after the private contractor Amey plc began talks over the withdrawal of its backing.  This would be the first time a private backer has withdrawn its sponsorship of an academy. 

Amey helped set up the Academy in 2002 with a financial investment of £2m towards the construction of some of its buildings.

Roads and road works in Plymouth are to be privatised in a £150m contract.  The city council has signed a 10-year contract with Amey, who will now carry out the design and maintenance work on the city's roads.

Balfour Beatty

Three contractors are to share in £300m worth of work on schools in Scotland under a framework deal.  North Lanarkshire Council has earmarked Morgan Ashurst, Balfour Beatty and Graham to tackle the four-year programme, due to start in February 2009.


Cambridgeshire County Council has shortlisted Balfour Beatty, Equitix and Inspired Spaces (Carillion) for its BSF project.

Birse Nuclear, part of the Balfour Beatty Group, has been awarded a £20m contract for construction of Vault 9 at the Low Level Waste Repository near Drigg in the UK's Cumbria.  Completion of the vault is scheduled by the end of 2009. 

Barriers Solutions
Belfast-based engineering company Barriers Solutions (HBS) which specialises in road restraint systems and traffic management has secured new contracts worth more than £2 million - just months after changing hands in a management buyout.  Four senior managers of HBS bought out a division of Rodgers Contracts in April 2008.

Capgemini

Swansea Council leader Chris Holley has told critics of a controversial multi-million pound IT scheme to "get off the bandwagon".  This follows a critical report into the £83m eGovernment programme, which was projected to deliver around £17m worth of efficiency savings for the council that never materialised.  The project was part of a deal with CapGemini.

Capita

Three councils in South Wales have signed a 15-year deal to work together on major road building and environmental projects worth £75m. The councils involved are Bridgend, Merthyr Tydifil and Rhondda. The authorities will form a partnership with Capita Symonds and create a new company called Capita Glamorgan Consultancy.

Capita India has completed its deal to acquire part of Prudential’s offshore operation, PPMS, in Mumbai. The deal involves the transfer of around 1,400 staff from PPMS taking the number of India-based Capita staff to 3,000 - around 10 per cent of the Group’s total.

Carillion

City of York Council is working with support services and construction company Carillion on a £29m project to design and build the new Joseph Rowntree School scheduled for occupation in February 2010. The new school is being built at the rear of the existing school site using funding from the Government’s Building Schools for the Future programme.

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) has signed a 3 year managed networking contract with Carillion IT Services.  Carillion will deliver the managed service to more than 700 employees at SPT's head office in Glasgow and key transport hubs in and around the city, including the central Glasgow bus station, subway depot and several underground stations.

Compass
Cornwall County Council has awarded a five-year, £4.5m school meals contract to Compass Group but is still refusing to rule out legal action against Elior, which pulled out of an agreement weeks before the start of term.

EDS
A computer hard drive containing personal details of 5,000 prison officers has gone missing - the latest in a string of data losses for the Government.  Computing firm EDS reported its disappearance to the Prison Service in July this year.

Transport for London (TfL) has exercised a break clause in its Oyster travel card private finance initiative contract.  The contract was with TranSys, a consortium led by IT supplier EDS.

Hewlett-Packard could sack 24,600 people around the world, with a substantial job loss in the UK, including Electronic Data Systems (EDS), creator of the Oyster Card.  EDS employs 16,500 people at 200 sites in the UK.

Fujitsu

A contract with IT services company Fujitsu will see Newcastle City Council increase the number of its staff who work from home to 250 by 2010, according to reports.  Newcastle has a small number of staff working at home already but has ambitious plans to increase the facility.  The council has found that allowing staff to work flexibly has increased productivity, but warned that organisations have a responsibility to make the experience right for employees.

Interserve

Interserve, has been awarded the first non-education PFI contract in the Building Schools for the Future programme. The £44m contract is for the build and operation of two new leisure centres in Leeds.  The work will begin immediately and the leisure centres are expected to open in 2010.  Interserve will provide services at the leisure centres for the length of the 25 year contract.

Work has started on a £10.3m emergency and urgent care centre at Withybush Hospital for the Hywel Dda NHS Trust.  Hospital building contractors Interserve Project Services has been appointed to construct the new facility, which is expected to be completed in 18 months.

The University of Glamorgan has awarded a £6.9m contract to Interserve.  The contract will cover the relocation of the health education, sports and science departments as well as providing new health, sports and science facilities.

Western Health and Social Care Trust have chosen Interserve as its preferred bidder for its PFI contract.  The contract is worth £300m and is for the building of a new acute hospital at Enniskillen. The hospital will be the first in Northern Ireland to provide 100% single-bed, en-suite rooms.  Interserve will provide the hard facilities management services for 30 years, these include mechanical and electrical maintenance, estates management, grounds maintenance, utilities management and the provision and operation of a helpdesk.  Work on the hospital is expected to start in the first half of 2009 and be completed in 2010.

North West Wales NHS Trust has chosen Interserve as its supply partner for the replacement of its corroded pipe work throughout Ysbyty Gwynedd, an Acute Hospital in Bangor. 
ISS

UNISON has won a £76 a week pay rise for 350 ISS private contract cleaning staff employed at St George's Hospital, in South London. The UNISON campaign for pay justice for this key group of hospital staff has now secured a massive 36% pay rise for some of the lowest paid hospital cleaning staff in London taking their pay to a new minimum of £8.21 per hour from their existing hourly rate of just £6.03 per hour. 


Kier

Complaints are continuing in Waltham Forest about the performance of street cleaning contractor Kier and evidence suggests the situation is not improving.  Kier took over street cleaning services in June, saving the council £600,000.


Liberata

A month after courses started, more than 100,000 teenagers have still not received the education maintenance allowance, under which 16 to 18-year-olds from poorer backgrounds receive up to £30 a week to remain in school, sixth-form and college.  The delay has been blamed on Liberata, the private company brought in to administer the scheme. The company took over running the EMA last year after securing five-year contract worth £80m.
Liberata, the successful bidder for the Charnwood and Rushcliffe District Council's shared services contract, has said that it will build a new service centre midway between the two areas  with some staff working from local council offices but others transferring to the new location.
Mitie

A Birmingham council housing repair contract is now up for grabs after negotiations with the current firm Mitie broke down. The council failed to reach a deal with contractor to continue maintenance and repairs on the 70,000 houses in the south of Birmingham for an extra three years after its current contract ends in March 2010. The cabinet approved the tender process launch for the £21.5m contract. 

NCP
Half of Lambeth's traffic wardens have either quit their jobs or been sacked after management began carrying out immigration checks.  The 48 wardens were part of a team who had been working for the firm Apcoa.  New contractor NCP Services took over parking in Lambeth in August and decided to run checks on the immigration status of its staff.

Norwest Holst
Aquinas Sixth Form College in Stockport has chosen Norwest Holst as preferred bidder for its £26m contract.  The contract is for the redevelopment of the college with new-build facilities, a new sports field and car park.
Partnerships UK
According to Partnerships UK, Building Schools for the Future is fairing better in the credit crunch than most PPP programmes.  Chief Executive, James Stewart, however, warned partners involved in BSF projects not to be complacent as funding was becoming more complicated and banks losing confidence to finance deals on their own.

Serco

Sneyd School, in Bloxwich in the Midlands has been named one of the worst in Britain and could close.  Walsall council is due to consult parents, pupils, teachers and staff over its possible closure.  The school is jointly funded by the council and its partner Serco.

Stoke on Trent councillors yesterday voted against the motion to terminate Serco's £220 contract and look again at the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme.  The vote arose because of Serco's proposals to cut the number of high schools in the city from 17 to 13.

Serco Consulting has been employed to evaluate a job share of a chief executive post between two councils. Carlisle City Council's chief executive spends two and a half days every week overseeing Allerdale Council. Serco has been brought in to investigate the temporary six months arrangement following claims by a local MP that it showed disrespect for west Cumbria.

Sodexo

Sodexo has secured £13m worth of catering contracts at schools, further and higher education establishments for the start of the new academic year.  Contracts include the biggest further education college in Wales, Coleg Gwent, East Durham FE College and a number of independent and state primary and secondary schools.
The Hospital Employees’ Union of British Columbia, Canada, is the union of choice for more than 180 Sodexo employees working at the recently opened Abbotsford Regional Hospital and Cancer Centre (ARHCC). The health care support workers, housekeepers, food service workers, call centre staff and porters became the union’s newest members after voting 100 per cent in favour of joining HEU on September 26. HEU represents more than 3,700 members who are employed by multinationals Sodexo, Aramark, Compass, and other private-sector companies, and who provide important health support services in hospitals and long-term care facilities. Sodexo holds the housekeeping contract in the Fraser Health Authority and is a member of the private consortium behind the Abbotsford Regional Hospital and Cancer Centre.
South West Water

A report by the Consumer Council for Water has revealed that complaints to South West Water have gone up by more than 20% in the past 12 months and many of them are about the rising cost of services.  The water company ranks in the UK's worst three water companies with some of the highest number of complaints per 10,000 customers,  Over the next 18 months the company is making a £4m investment in their customer service operation, working with their new partner, Accenture, to provide customer billing and account services.

Other NEWS
Academies

The value of the National Framework for the procurement of the design and build of Academies will double in size to £4bn next year. The process to select up to 10 national providers will begin in March 2009 with the successful contractors and their supply chains in place and bidding for work from late October 2009 onwards. The current framework, launched in January 2007, will continue to be operational until January 2011. The six National Framework partners are Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Kier, Laing O'Rourke, Skanska and Wilmott Dixon.

BSF

Hull City Council has held its BSF bidders day, which saw a total of 32 people from 12 firms hear about the council’s BSF proposals and visit the sites of the proposed schools. 

This bulletin provides the latest reported developments over the month on companies in which UNISON is interested.   The information is mainly taken from press reports and does not necessarily represent UNISON’s views.  Comments and further information on the companies mentioned should be posted to the Bargaining Support Group, 1 Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9AJ or 


e-mailed to the address at the foot of the page.
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