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Amey


In a deal worth £35m per year for the next seven years, private construction firm Amey is taking over as Hampshire County Council's highways contractor.

Anite

About a third of councils have missed the 31 March deadline for installing the Integrated Children's System, a system aimed at improving care for vulnerable children.  One supplier experiencing particular problems is Anite, which had to arrange a new deadline with the Department of Children, Schools and Families for their 25 customers.

Aramark

Aramark Corporation workers travelled to Dublin to protest outside the offices of PriceWaterhouseCooper. The protesting workers, members of the U.S. union Unite Here, claim that Aramark which employs 4,000 in Ireland through its subsidiary Campbell Catering has refused to pay a living wage and denied basic health insurance.

Apetito

Pensioners in Croydon Council area were left without food when Apetito, took over the meals on wheels service. The catastrophic first week saw the company deliver food to people who had been dead for a number of years and dumped 180 meals due to what it called "inaccurate information on service users" being passed from volunteers who used to run the service.
Balfour Beatty

Sunderland City Council has awarded contracts with a combined worth £74m to RM and Balfour Beatty Construction.  The contracts are part of its Building Schools for the Future project with RM providing the ICT and Balfour Beatty the construction.  
Fylde campaigners have voiced fears the £14m sale of Blackpool Airport to Balfour Beatty will see increased development at the Squires Gate site.

Care UK

Mid Essex Primary Care Trust plans for a £16m community hospital for Braintree include the possibility of an independent sector treatment centre (ISTCs.)  Mid Essex PCT has been holding talks with Care UK about the centre.  The plan is awaiting approval if this is given the hospital can open in 2010.

Capita

Following an annual review, Blackburn with Darwen Council has decided to return its HR & Payroll services, Finance and Revenues & Benefits back in-house.  The council had original entered into a strategic partnership with Capita Business Services to undertake its Business Process Services.  After problems with these services the council has decided to return them in-house.

Capgemini

Croydon Council will spend £83m on an IT contract with Capgemini to handle all its computing needs for the next five years. Under the PFI contract Capgemini will provide assistance for the council's telecommunications networks, including more than 4,000 desk and laptop computers, finances and customer services. 
Carillion

Carillion has been selected as preferred bidder on the £300m Tameside Building Schools for the Future public/private partnership scheme near Manchester.  Carillion will initially deliver 12 secondary and special schools.  Construction work will begin in mid-2008 and will be completed by the end of 2010.


700 jobs may go following Carillion's acquisition of the Tannochside facility, near Glasgow, as part of their £554m takeover of Alfred McAlpine Business Services.  The company has announced they will close a Scots office.

Excelcare

Unions and elderly people in Warley, Essex, are trying to save Winifred Dell care for the elderly home from being demolished.  Excelcare plans to demolish the 39-bed home and replace it with one twice the size.

Fujitsu

Several NHS Trusts have delayed plans for new systems under the NHS' National Programme for IT, after protracted negotiations between the NHS and Fujitsu, its main IT supplier in southern England.  The negotiations have failed to resolve outstanding issues by the deadline date.  A memorandum of understanding, which allowed the NHS and Fujitsu to operate as if a revised contract were in place, expired on 31 January, and the two sides have reverted to the original deal.
Two thousand residents, including many in the Whitby area, have not received their new national concessionary bus passes that will allow anyone over the age of 60, or who has a disability, free travel on busses throughout the whole of England.  Scarborough Council has admitted only 90% of bus passes have been delivered on time.  They have blamed the company appointed by the Government, Fujitsu and say it does not have the option of issuing passes in-house as it once could.
Taxpayers have lost almost £8m on a computer system for a Government agency that proved to be of 'little appreciable benefit'.  The Insolvency Service awarded a contract to Fujitsu five years ago to supply it with a new financial system to support the work of Official Receivers and their staffs.  The scheme was cancelled last year and a replacement contract will be awarded to three firms, including computer services group Agresso.

Scottish Water has signed a series of new IT contracts with a number of providers, including Fujitsu, Tata Consultancy Services and BT, worth £120m.
Around 140 Fujitsu employees in Birmingham will be balloted on industrial action in an effort to avoid redundancies.  The company is threatening to transfer the work to the USA.
Group 4

HM Prison inspectors discovered serious failings in the management of pharmacy services at a privately run training prison for young offenders in Bridgend, Wales.  The prison is run by Group 4, and the provision of its health services, including the pharmacy, is run by independent provider Primecare.

Kier

Kier London has been selected to refurbish six primary schools in the borough of Barnet, as part of the council's primary school capital investment programme. 
Wisbech reached a milestone in its £47m Nene Waterfront Regeneration Project, with a topping-out ceremony.  It took eight months for Kier Eastern to reach the highest point of the £4m ship-shaped building called The Boathouse.
Mansell

Construction company Mansell has been awarded a contract worth £12.5m for a new health centre and an "extra care village" in Staffordshire.  The project has been commissioned by Aspire Housing, North Staffordshire Primary Care Trust, and Prima 200 North Staffordshire - the Local Improvement Finance Trust for the area

Ramsay Health Care

Patients in Lancashire can choose to be treated at a private hospital and have their treatment paid for by the NHS in a bid to cut waiting lists.  As part of the partnership agreement announced by the Department of Health, Ramsay Health Care, formerly Capio Health Care, which runs Fulwood Hall Hospital in Preston and Euxton Hall in Chorley, has started to provide treatment to Lancashire residents.

Serco

A mixed annual report has been received by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, with housing services praised but waste collection and recycling problems highlighted. The Audit Commission report found low public satisfaction with Serco's waste collection and recycling service. 
Other News

The Office of Fair Trading (OFT) has conducted its biggest investigation ever into price fixing in the construction industry. Over 112 UK construction companies have been charged with allegedly colluding to put up the prices to build schools, hospitals and other buildings. Among those charged are Carillion, Interserve, Balfour Beatty, Connaught Partnerships and Henry Boot. The alleged activity surrounds what is known as 'cover-pricing' whereby bidders agree beforehand the price they would submit for a project.  In some cases this led to over inflated bids winning contracts and it is estimated that the cost to the taxpayer is in the region of £300m.  The OFT will give its final verdict on the cases next year and could result in companies that are found guilty being fined 10% of their global turnover.  For Balfour Beatty, one of six quoted companies co-operating with the OFT, this equates to more than £600 million. If the behaviour is deemed to be criminal, directors could be jailed for five years.
This bulletin provides the latest reported developments over the month on companies in which UNISON is interested.   The information is mainly taken from press reports and does not necessarily represent UNISON’s views.  Comments and further information on the companies mentioned should be posted to the Bargaining Support Group, 1 Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9AJ or 


e-mailed to the address at the foot of the page.
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