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Local statistics

This information is based on surveys by the government (the Office for National Statistics) and a private firm, Croner Reward.  Croner tend to look at costs for slightly better off families, but their figures give a guide to regional price rises.  More information is available – please contact Bargaining Support for assistance.

The data is split into ten sections:
[bookmark: _Hlt41388084][bookmark: _Hlt71960334][bookmark: _Hlt31190594][bookmark: _Hlt52776375]Unemployment
[bookmark: _Hlt31190597]Median Earnings
[bookmark: _Hlt71960359][bookmark: _Hlt68518470][bookmark: _Hlt57459239][bookmark: _Hlt67900837]Regional cost of living
Required Income
Childcare Costs
Childcare Summer Holiday Costs
Transport Costs
Fuel Costs
Housing Costs
Housing Costs Comparisons
[bookmark: _Hlt41109867][bookmark: _Hlt41391070][bookmark: _Hlt31683850][bookmark: _Hlt52776344]House Prices

Other information from UNISON Bargaining Support Group is available on www.unison.org.uk/bargaining.

[bookmark: _Unemployment][bookmark: _Hlt31190596]
Unemployment
Unemployment uses the International Labour Organisation (ILO) system of counting of jobless people who want to work, are available to work, and are actively seeking employment.  It is seasonally adjusted.  This is the Government’s official measure of unemployment.

	Item
	Unemployment

	When updated
	Quarterly

	Source
	ONS Local area labour markets: Statistical indicators
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_labour/LALM_statistical_indicators_Jan10.pdf

	Last update
	January 2010

	[bookmark: _Hlk115513744]UNISON region
	Unemployment rate
% of ‘economically active persons’ (rank)*
	Economic inactivity % all persons 
	

Employment 
% all persons

	
	(12 months to June 2009)

	East
	5.8 (7)
	18.2 
	77.0

	East Midlands
	6.8 (5)
	19.1 
	75.2

	London
	8.2 (2)
	24.5 
	69.2

	Northern Ireland
	5.7 (8)
	28.8 
	69.2

	North East  (Northern)
	8.8 (1)
	23.2 
	69.8

	North West
	7.6 (4)
	23.2 
	70.8

	Scotland
	5.9 (6)
	20.3 
	74.8

	South East
	5.0 (10)
	17.6 
	78.1

	South West
	5.4 (9)
	18.2 
	77.3

	Wales
	7.7 (3)
	24.6 
	69.4

	West Midlands
	8.6 (2)
	22.7
	70.5

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	7.6 (5)
	21.9
	72.0

	United Kingdom
	7.8
	21.3
	73.2



*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So London which has the highest unemployment rate has rank 1 and Northern Ireland, which has the lowest unemployment rate has rank 12.
How do I use this information?
For example (using June 2009 figures):

“The North East is coping with an unemployment rate of 8.8%, the highest in the U.K.”
Or
“While Northern Ireland’s 5.7% unemployment rate is lower than the UK average of 7.8%, this may be due to the high number of ‘discouraged’ workers. Nearly 29% of people in Northern Ireland are classified as ‘economically inactive’, much higher than the UK average of 21.3%.   
Want more ?
We also have unemployment statistics for local areas.  Contact the Bargaining Support Group for more information.
[bookmark: _Median_earnings][bookmark: _Hlt31190599][bookmark: averageearnings]
Median earnings
Median Earnings are the median (midpoint) gross weekly earnings for all employees (part-time and full-time) excluding overtime.

	Item
	Average Earnings

	When updated
	Annually**

	Source
	ONS Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE)
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=15313

	Updated
	Annually
	

	Last updated
	April 2009 (Published October 2009)

	
	Median Earnings per week £ (rank)*
	% increase on one year ago (rank)*

	[bookmark: _Hlk159056187][bookmark: _Hlt71952903]East
	370.00 (4)
	3.1 (5)

	East Midlands
	359.00 (7)
	4.2 (2)

	London (Greater London)
	536.6 (1)
	3.0 (6)

	Northern Ireland
	340.50 (12)
	4.6 (1)

	North (North East)
	346.7 (10)
	4.2 (2)

	North West
	360.40 (6)
	1.7 (9)

	Scotland
	370.01 (3)
	3.6 (4)

	South East
	401.90 (2)
	2.4 (7)

	South West
	354.60 (8)
	2.0 (8)

	Wales
	343.80 (11)
	4.0 (3)

	West Midlands
	360.50 (5)
	4.2 (2)

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	349.30 (9)
	1.5 (10)

	Other information
	UK average is
£383.30
	UK average is
2.9%


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So (using 2009 figures) London that has the highest earnings has rank 1 for median earnings, and the North East which has the lowest earnings has rank 12.  Similarly, Northern Ireland has the highest percentage increase over last year, and so has rank 1 increase in earnings.
**Quarterly earnings figures by Region are also available in the Labour Force Survey. These are based on a smaller sample than the Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings. 
How do I use this information?
For example (using 2009 data):
“Median earnings in the East Midlands rose by 4.2% in 2008-9, a rate significantly above the UK average of 2.9%.  A decent pay rise will be needed to recruit and retain workers and ensure wages keep pace with general earnings increases throughout the East Midlands.”

Want more ?
We also have average earning statistics for local areas.  Contact the Bargaining Support Group for more information.
[bookmark: _Regional_cost_of][bookmark: _Hlt57459164][bookmark: regionalcostofliving]
Regional cost of Living
What is this?
This table shows the relative rise in cost of living in different regions.  This table shows the increase in ‘cost of living’ (inflation) in different regions.  The government doesn’t produce regular regional statistics for inflation, so instead we are using the ‘Croner Reward’ survey.  There differ from the government’s RPI inflation in that they include an element for mortgages on current house prices and direct taxation. Croner Reward is a business publication that collects information on salaries and cost of living across the UK.


	Item
	Regional Cost of Living

	When updated
	Quarterly

	Source
	Croner Reward Cost of Living Regional Comparisons, Table 7C

	Last updated
	[bookmark: _Hlt71961375]September 2009

	Base = 1982
	Percentage Increase in consumer prices over past year (rank)*

	
	

	East
	5.1 (2)

	East Midlands
	4.3 (3)

	London (Greater London)
	2.6 (10)

	Northern Ireland
	2.0 (11)

	North (North East)
	4.0 (4)

	North West
	2.9 (9)

	Scotland
	3.4 (7)

	South East
	3.5 (6)

	South West
	3.8 (5)

	Wales
	6.0 (1)

	West Midlands
	4.0 (4)

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	3.2 (8)

	Other information
	UK average increase for ‘Cost of Living’ was 3.5%.


* Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So Wales which has the highest growth in cost of living over the year is ranked 1.
How do I use this information?
For example (September 2009 figures used):
“The Eastern of England had second highest increase in cost of living in the year to September 2009, with costs rising at a rate 1.6% above the national average.”

[bookmark: _Required_income_(REGIONAL][bookmark: _Hlt31190601][bookmark: requiredincome]
Required income (REGIONAL INFLATION)
What is this?
Croner measures the ‘required income’ for a family of four.  This is based on a 3-bedroomed semi-detached council house with local water rates and council tax (rebates claimed where appropriate): 46 meals out: 899cc car: no telephone: coal and electricity for heating.

	Item
	Required income

	When updated
	Six-monthly

	Source
	Croner Reward “Cost of Living Regional Comparisons”

	
	Table 7B

	Last updated
	[bookmark: _Hlt71962237]September 2009

	
	£ Required annual income (rank)*

	[bookmark: _Hlk159131172]East
	21,798 (4)

	East Midlands
	21,184 (8)

	London (Greater London)
	25,382 (1)

	Northern Ireland
	19,270 (12)

	North 
	21,016 (9)

	North West
	21,295 (7)

	Scotland
	21,568 (6)

	South East
	22,355 (2)

	South West
	21,948 (3)

	Wales
	20,808 (11)

	West Midlands
	21,609 (5)

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	20,972 (10)

	Other information
	UK average increase for ‘Required Annual Income’ was  £21,965


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So Greater London which has the highest required income has rank 1.

How do I use this information?
For example, you can add it to the figures in the section on Regional Cost of Living (September 2009 figures used):
“Workers in the East of England saw their cost of living rise by 5.1% over the year to September 2009, with the annual income needed to provide a modest standard of living for a family of four rising to £21,798.
[bookmark: _Hlt31428919][bookmark: _Childcare_Costs][bookmark: _Hlt31190591][bookmark: childcarecosts]
Childcare Costs
This table shows the cost of different types of childcare for children of different ages in various different regions in England, Wales and Scotland.  The figures were compiled from a survey of 150 out of 200 Children's & Childcare Information Services in Britain.

Typical weekly childcare costs (£) for 50 hours a week in a nursery or with a childminder and 15 hours a week at an out of school club in 2007.	

	Item
	Childcare costs

	When updated
	Annually

	Source
	Daycare Trust

	
	http://www.daycaretrust.org.uk/article.php?sid=294

	Last updated
	October 2009

	
	Nursery
(under 2) 
	Nursery
(over 2) 
	Childminder (under 2) 
	Childminder (over 2) 
	After school Club 


	Inner London
	£226
	£200
	£196
	£180
	£40

	Outer London
	£192
	£177
	£189
	£175
	£52

	South East
	£199
	£182
	£173
	£177
	£40

	South West
	£161
	£153
	£165
	£163
	£36

	East of England
	£168
	£158
	£163
	£158
	£37

	West Midlands
	£146
	£141
	£115
	£112
	£40

	East Midlands
	£141
	£135
	£139
	£135
	£44

	Yorks & Humber
	£148
	£139
	£144
	£143
	£36

	North West
	£145
	£137
	£131
	£130
	£37

	North East
	£144
	£136
	£149
	£149      _
	£40

	England Average

	£167
	£156
	£156
	£152
	£40

	Scotland Average
	£158
	£143
	£155
	£154
	£49

	Wales Average
	£146
	£142
	£150
	£148
	£41

	% increase 2008/9 England
	5.0%
	4.6%
	8.3%
	7.0%
	-7.0%

	% increase 2008/9 Scotland
	12.0%
	11.7%
	11.5%
	9.2%
	28.9%

	% increase 2008/9 Wales
	2.8%
	0.7%
	-2%
	-2%
	13.9%


How do I use this information? (Based on 2009 figures)
For example, you can use it to make a claim for better childcare provision:
“Although [… the employer …] likes to promote an image as a ‘family-friendly’ employer, it currently gives little help to employees with children.  Childcare in the South East is the third most expensive in England, with an average cost of £199 a week for a nursery place for a child under two years old. “

Want more ?
Contact the Bargaining Support Group for more information about bargaining for childcare.
[bookmark: _Childcare_Summer_Holiday][bookmark: childcaresummerholidaycosts]Childcare Summer Holiday Costs
This table shows the cost of summer holiday play schemes in various different regions in Britain.  The figures were compiled by a survey of all Family Information Services (FIS) in England and Wales and Childcare Information Services (ChIS) in Scotland at the end of May 2009.

Typical weekly summer holiday costs (£) in a full-time (5 days, 8am-6pm) summer play scheme in Britain 2009.

	Item
	Summer Holiday Costs

	When updated
	Annual (summer)

	Source
	Daycare Trust

	
	http://www.daycaretrust.org.uk/article.php?sid=317

	Last updated
	October 2007

	
	Average costs (£) (rank)*
	Percentage change over previous year

	[bookmark: _Hlk253739699]East
	98.75 (2)
	-6%

	East Midlands
	88.84 (7)
	-9%

	London (Inner)
	84.98 (8)
	25%

	London (Outer)
	108.61 (1)
	18%

	North (North East)
	78.28 (12)
	-13%

	North West
	83.90 (9)
	-9%

	Scotland
	96.42 (4)
	15%

	South East
	92.33 (6)
	-9%

	South West
	96.57 (3)
	7%

	Wales
	82.65 (10)
	-6%

	West Midlands
	82.28 (11)
	0%

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	94.56 (5)
	-4%

	National Average
	90.86
	-1%


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So Outer London which has the highest weekly holiday scheme cost has rank 1, and the Northeast which has the lowest weekly holiday scheme cost has rank 12.

How do I use this information? (Based on 2009 figures)
For example, you can use it to make a claim for better childcare provision:
“Parents in Outer London face rising costs in the summer holidays. The average cost of a summer holiday scheme in the region has risen by 18% over the past year to £108.61 a week, highest in the country.”

Or “The average cost of a summer holiday scheme in the Northeast has fallen by 13% over the past year to £78.28 a week, making it affordable for employers to provide subsidised schemes for their employees.”

Want more?
The full Holiday Survey 2009 report is available from Bargaining Support. 
[bookmark: _Hlt52614847][bookmark: transportcosts]
Transport Costs
[bookmark: _Hlt31429048]This table shows the change in the cost of transport for different regions.  The Government doesn’t produce regional statistics for inflation, so instead we are using the ‘Croner Reward’ survey.  Transport costs include car costs, petrol and public transport.

	Item
	Transport costs

	When updated
	Six-monthly

	Source
	Croner Reward “Cost of Living Regional Comparisons”

	
	Table 11f Standard A**

	Last updated
	[bookmark: _Hlt71961361]September 2009

	
	Percentage increase over the last year  (rank)*

	[bookmark: _Hlk159059597]East
	-2.3 (4)

	East Midlands
	-2.6 (6)

	London (Greater London)
	-2.6 (6)

	Northern Ireland
	-3.4 (8)

	North (North East)
	-5.3 (7)

	North West
	-1.2 (2)

	Scotland
	-3.1 (7)

	South East
	-2.5 (5)

	South West
	-2.6 (6)

	Wales
	-2.3 (4)

	West Midlands
	-0.3 (1)

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	-2.2 (3)

	Other information
	UK average increase was -2.4% for transport costs from September 2008. 


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So West Midlands which has lowest decrease in transport costs has rank 1, and the Northwest which has the highest decrease in transport costs has rank 12.
** Standard A is the lowest level of car ownership

Technical Note: The Government and Croner surveys are slightly different because they look at slightly different items. Government inflation (RPI or CPI) is based on 140,000 prices in 150 areas.  Croner looks at 200 prices in each of 95 locations.  The weightings given to each item are also different.

How do I use this information?
For example, you can use it to make a claim for more generous travel allowances:
“Transport costs have remained almost static in the West Midlands, dropping by only 0.3% over the year to September 2009, while the national average decline in transport costs was 2.4% during the same period.  Employees should be compensated for the extra high costs of travelling for work. “

[bookmark: _Hlt31190655][bookmark: housingcosts]


FUEL costs
This table shows the change in the cost of fuel (gas, electricity, coal) for different regions.  The government doesn’t produce regional statistics for inflation, so instead we are using the ‘Croner Reward’ survey.  

	Item
	Housing costs

	When updated
	Six-monthly

	Source
	Croner Reward “Cost of Living Regional Comparisons”

	
	Table 11G Standard A1**

	Last updated
	September 2007

	
	Percentage increase over the last year (rank)*

	East
	19.4 (2)

	East Midlands
	21.6 (1)

	London (Greater London)
	9.6 (10)

	Northern Ireland
	5.2 (1)

	North (North East)
	9.3 (11)

	North West
	17.2 (3)

	Scotland
	16.4 (4)

	South East
	14.9 (6)

	South West
	11.3 (9)

	Wales
	15.8 (5)

	West Midlands
	12.1 (7)

	Yorkshire & Humberside
	12.0 (8)

	Other information
	UK average increase was 13.5% for housing costs since September 2008


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So East Midlands which has the largest increase in fuel costs has rank 1, and Greater London which has smallest increase in housing costs has rank 12.

** Standard A1 measures housing costs for a 3-bedroom, privately owned terraced house, coal and electricity for heating.
How do I use this information?
For example, you can add it to the inflation figures given in ‘Bargaining Update’ and get some useful regional comparisons (using 2009 figures):
“While inflation (RPI) in September 2009 nationally fell by 1.4%, fuel costs in the Northwest soared by 17.2%, forcing many low paid workers into fuel poverty.




Housing costs
The government doesn’t produce regional statistics for inflation, so instead we are using the ‘Croner Reward’ survey.  Housing costs include rent, rates, council tax and maintenance.

	Item
	Housing costs

	When updated
	Six-monthly

	Source
	Croner Reward “Cost of Living Regional Comparisons”

	
	Table 10 Standard A1 (3 bed terrace)
% increase since 2008

	Last updated
	September 2009

	
	Rent and water rates and council tax
 £ p.a. (rank)
	Rent 3-bed semi, post war
£ per week (rank)

	[bookmark: _Hlk159129673]East
	2.5 (8)
	2.4 (9)

	East Midlands
	1.8 (9)
	1.5 (11)

	London (Greater London)
	6.2 (1)
	8.1 (1)

	Northern Ireland
	3.2 (6)
	2.6 (7)

	North (North East)
	3.6 (5)
	3.0 (6)

	North West
	6.2 (1)
	4.9 (2)

	Scotland
	0.6 (10)
	1.2 (12)

	South East
	2.9 (7)
	2.5 (8)

	South West
	2.9 (7)
	1.8 (10)

	Wales
	3.9 (4)
	3.6 (5)

	West Midlands
	5.1 (2)
	4.3 (3)

	Yorkshire & Humberside
	4.1 (3)
	3.7 (4)

	Other information
	UK average increase was 3.9% for housing costs since September 2008.
	UK average increase was 4% for rent since September 2008


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So the Northern Ireland which has the largest increase in housing costs has rank 1, and East Midlands which has smallest increase in housing costs has rank 12.

** Standard A1 measures housing costs for a 3-bedroom, privately owned terraced house bought on a 68% mortgage, paying local water rates and council tax.
How do I use this information?
For example, you can add it to the inflation figures given in ‘Bargaining Update’ and get some useful regional comparisons (using 2006 figures):
“Inflation (RPI) in September 2009  nationally was -1.4%, however West Midlands  saw housing costs rise at a rate of 5.1% - the second highest rise in the country.”



Housing Cost comparisons
This table provides a different way of looking at the housing costs in the previous table.

	Item
	Housing costs

	When updated
	Six-monthly

	Source
	Croner Reward “Cost of Living Regional Comparisons”

	
	Table 4/5 Standard A1 (3 bed terrace)

	Last updated
	September 2009

	
	Rent and water rates and council tax
 £ p.a.
	Rent 3-bed semi, post war
£ per week

	East Anglia
	1364.23
	65.72

	East Midlands
	1182.48
	63.92

	London (Greater London)
	1809.46
	108.80

	North (North East)
	1318.38
	67.03

	North West
	1275.32
	64.51

	Scotland
	1174.63
	65.44

	Northern Ireland
	404.98
	57.59

	South East
	1516.21
	77..08

	South West
	1581.13
	68.85

	Wales
	1097.74
	66.10

	West Midlands
	1212.13
	63.73

	Yorkshire & Humberside
	1229.32
	59.66

	Survey average UK
	1333.81
	71.09

	Other information
	UK average increase was 3.9% for housing costs since September 2008
	UK average increase was 4% for rent since September 2008






[bookmark: _Hlt41109876][bookmark: houseprices]HousE PRICES
This table shows the house prices for different regions, and how they have changed in the last year.  Nationwide is the UK’s largest building society.  Housing costs include rent, rates, council tax and maintenance.

	Item
	House Prices

	When updated
	Quarterly

	Source
	Nationwide Building Society

	
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]www.nationwide.co.uk/hpi/downloads/All_Prop.xls

	Last updated
	4th Quarter of 2009

	
	Average price, £ 
All Properties (rank)*

	
	[bookmark: _Hlt83462171]2009 Q4
	2009 Q4
	Increase

	East
	159989
	153080
	4.5% (3)

	East Midlands
	136492
	133102
	2.5% (6)

	London (Greater London)
	276088
	257963
	7% (2)

	Northern Ireland
	147833
	137949
	-6.7 (10)

	North (North East)
	116154
	118525
	7% (3)

	North West
	139811
	136090
	2.7% (5)

	Scotland
	140352
	138941
	1% (8)

	South East 
	215,375
	195,555
	10% (1)

	South West
	179425
	172789
	3.8% (4)

	Wales
	135776
	136174
	-0.3% (9)

	West Midlands
	144748
	141783
	2.1% (7)

	Yorkshire/ Humberside
	137275
	133632
	2.7% (5)

	UK Average
	162116
	156828
	3.4% 

	Other information
	The average house price in the UK in the 4th quarter of 2009 was 162116, an increase of 3.4% over the previous year.


*Rank is where the region comes when the figures are put into order.  So the Southeast, which has the largest house price increase has rank 1.  Northern Ireland, with the lowest (in fact negative) house price increase, has rank 10.

How do I use this information?
For example (using Q4 2009 figures):
According to the Nationwide Building Society, the average house price in the Southwest now stands at £17,9425 – the third highest price in the UK and well above the UK average of £162,116.
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