
[image: cid:image009.jpg@01CCA09F.2CACAD20]International Partners’ Newsletter
An update on UNISON activities for our partners around the world
November 2011
.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 . .
UNISON members vote YES to protect their pensions
On November 3, UNISON members spoke with a decisive voice when they voted YES for industrial action later this month to protect their pensions.  

UNISON’s sister unions around the globe are also under attack as public services are made to bear the burden of the global financial crisis. UNISON calls for their solidarity as UK public sector workers prepare for a national day of action on November 30. 

As Britain’s largest public service trade union, UNISON balloted 1.1 million of its members over proposed government attacks on public sector pensions alongside the harshest austerity package that the UK has seen for generations.  

Under the proposed changes, most public service workers will have to pay hundreds of pounds a year more in contributions and some will pay thousands.  Anyone earning £15,000 a year or more will see their contribution rates go up by 50 per cent. They will also face a higher retirement age and lower pensions when they retire.   
 
The increased contributions paid by pension scheme members will not be used to improve the pension schemes, but will instead go to the Treasury to help pay for the bankers’ crisis. UNISON says the changes are therefore not necessary for the pension schemes to remain affordable and views this as a tax on public sector workers. 

[bookmark: _New_International_Committee][bookmark: _Su_Su_Nway]Send your messages of solidarity to IRelations@unison.co.uk

	UNISON news


UNISON members vote Yes to action
(03/11/11) Members vote for action to defend pensions

'Momentous decision' has been made
(06/11/11) Karen Jennings speaks at UNISON disabled members' conference on strike action

Pensions are 'the straw that breaks the camel's back'
(24/10/11) Ministers condemned for 'cruel and vindictive proposals'

For the latest news on the pensions campaign, visit: http://www.unison.org.uk/pensions/protectour.asp

G20 urged to adopt Robin Hood Tax
(02/11/11) World leaders “have an opportunity to make history”, says UNISON 

	Useful links
1. UNISON international
1. Guide to UNISON in Russian, French, Arabic, German and Spanish
1. Million voices
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	Want to unsubscribe? Just email i.relations@unison.co.uk and we'll remove your email address straight away.

Want more info? Visit our website at www.unison.org.uk for comprehensive news, info and updates on UNISON's campaigns and information.

To ensure UNISON newsletters are not classified as junk, add i.relations@unison.co.uk to your address book. Click here for more information: Adding UNISON to your contacts
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UNISON, 130 Euston Road, London, NW1 2AY, United Kingdom. 
Tel: 0845 355 0845. Web: www.unison.org.uk 
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Public services: don't wait till they've gone to defend them. Join the other   voices standing up for local services. Web: www.million-voices.org 
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