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Events 
Final countdown to International Seminar – 21–23 October 
The October international seminar promises to offer an enriching weekend full of activities specially designed for branch and regional international activists. 
Taking place at UNISON Centre in London,  the seminar will include a mixture of presentations, guest speakers, panel discussion and group work on topics such as: Southern Africa; developments in the Middle East and North Africa; UNISON’s International Development Fund; the Play Fair Campaign and the 2012 Olympics; and Austerity in Europe.
Registration is now complete, and the seminar is fully subscribed. Those on the waiting list may be contacted to fill cancellations that occur before 21October. See you there!
Pensions campaign - Vote ‘yes’ UNISON tells its members

Britain’s largest public service trade union UNISON is asking its members to vote ‘yes’ for industrial action in its ballot to protect their pensions. 
 
Changes to the pensions available to public sector workers are being threatened; the proposals will affect the pension rights of workers in the NHS, local government and the civil service.
 
Under the proposed changes, most public service workers will have to pay hundreds of pounds a year more in contributions and some will pay thousands. The increases in contributions will be phased in over the next three years. 
 
A few of the lowest paid workers will be exempt, but anyone earning £15,000 a year (pro rata) or more will see their contribution rates go up. 
 
Under the previous Labour government UNISON and other trade unions negotiated changes to public sector pension schemes to make them sustainable – scheme benefits and costs are now 25% lower.
 
The increased contributions paid by pension scheme members will not be used to improve the pension schemes, but will instead go to the Treasury to help pay for the bankers’ crisis. UNISON says the changes are therefore not necessary for the pension schemes to remain affordable and views this as a tax on public sector workers.
 
Many public service workers have jobs that are physically demanding or stressful, making it difficult or even impossible to continue working into old age. However, the standard retirement age for the public sector pension schemes will be increased in line with the state pension age, adding to the pressure on public sector workers. 
Su Su Nway among the Burmese political prisoners freed in 12 October amnesty
UNISON is pleased to report that Su Su Nway was among the 206 political prisoners that were released in Burma on Thursday 12 October. 

Together with the TUC and Amnesty International UK, UNISON worked tirelessly to campaign for the release of Su Su Nway, a labour activist who was jailed for her peaceful activities in 2007.  

Su Su Nway became the first ever successful complainant to the ILO office in Rangoon when she reported forced labour practices in her village.
Named a prisoner of conscience by Amnesty International, Su Su Nway’s plight captured the attention of the world thanks to the efforts of the campaign and the determined support of UNISON members and activists. Today, UNISON commends their hard work.  

The ITUC reported that seven trade unionists were also released yesterday. Earlier this year, reports estimated that there were 54 labour and trade union activists carrying out sentences in Burmese prisons. 

Burma still has around 2,000 political prisoners. The detainees include journalists, pro-democracy activists, government critics, monks involved in anti-government protests and members of Burma's ethnic groups fighting for greater autonomy.

For UNISON the campaign must continue for the release of the remaining prisoners and for the restoration of human rights and freedoms in Burma. 

UNISON’s release Su Su Nway campaign page: http://www.unison.org.uk/international/pages_view.asp?did=11817
Robin Hood Tax - The UK must face down big banks and speculators

In the run up to the G20 in France in November, UNISON, along with 115 other organisations in the UK, is calling on the government to support the introduction of a financial transaction tax (FTT). 
Known in the UK as a Robin Hood Tax it proposes levying a tiny tax on international financial transactions that could raise billions to tackle poverty and climate change at home and abroad. 

The UK government will not support the tax as it maintains that the City of London will be hardest hit (even though the tax is as little as 0.05%). 

Despite appearing isolated in its position, the government still intends to veto any attempts by the EU to impose an FTT at European level. 

The global campaign for an FTT is growing, and now includes President Sarkozy and Chancellor Merkel as well as Bill Gates and leading economists.

A statement issued by the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) said, “Controlling rampant speculation through an FTT and regulating the financial markets is critical to tacking the deepening economic crisis. The FTT could provide urgent resources for jobs, development and climate action.”

In a letter from the Robin Hood Tax campaign signed by Dave Prentis and others, UK chancellor George Osborne was urged ahead of a meeting of finance ministers in Paris to support the introduction of the tax. He was reminded that "the UK is leading the world with its commitment to reach 0.7% of GNI as Overseas Development Aid, and we urge you to side with France in ensuring revenues from an FTT are used in part to meet the commitments made by all OECD countries to meet 0.7% and deliver $100 billion in additional finance to fight climate change."

The Robin Hood Tax campaign is urging people to sign up to the campaign as it makes a huge push for an FTT in the run up to the G20 leaders’ meeting in November.
Add your voice to the Robin Hood Tax Campaign: 

http://www.robinhoodtaxvideo.org/en/public/8196/
Support new labour law in Egypt 
Tell the Egyptian Prime Minister to immediately pass a labour law and finally allow workers the chance to secure for decent work.
Sign the LabourStart petition
The Egyptian revolution earlier this year provided an inspiring glimmer of hope to finally allow workers to form and join their own unions in freedom.

But this is under threat. The interim government has passed a decree banning strikes, and is yet to pass a labour law guaranteeing workers their rights to freedom of association and collective bargaining in accordance with international labour standards. Such a law would allow Egyptian workers to have a real say in tackling the low wages and abysmal working conditions they face, and hold their government to account.
[Egypt LabourStart petition full link: http://www.labourstart.org/cgi-bin/solidarityforever/show_campaign.cgi?c=1120]
Defend human rights of LGBT people in Nigeria – sign the petition 
Nigerian lawmakers are again attempting to curtail the human rights of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community. 
Following failed attempts in 2006 and 2008, recent reports indicate that they are resurrecting a version of the widely condemned anti-homosexuality bill. 
This sweeping legislation, entitled “An Act to Prohibit Marriage between Persons of Same Gender, Solemnization Of Same And For Other Matters Related Therewith” criminalizes not only same sex relationships and marriage – whether public or private - but plans to ignore international conventions on freedom of association and expression by banning organizations that support lesbian and gay rights. 
When previous incarnations of the bill were presented, the global media branded them ‘the world’s worst anti-gay law’. The shocking legislation sought to outlaw membership in LGB groups, hosting or even visiting LGB websites, screening or watching gay movies, taking or possessing photos of a gay couple, publishing, selling or loaning a gay book or video. These bills even threatened the ability of two homosexuals to socialise in public. 

While the new bill is somewhat watered down, offenders still face hefty prison sentences. Sharia law - widely practiced in Northern Nigeria - prescribes the death penalty for homosexual conduct. 

The proposed bill violates fundamental human rights that are guaranteed under the Nigerian constitution and numerous human rights international agreements that Nigeria has ratified. The passing of the bill would legitimize the rampant incidences of homosexual-targeted hate crimes that occur in Nigeria.  It would also give official validation to the social and political harassment of sexual minorities.  
Lawmakers are moving quickly, and the bill has already received its second reading. A public hearing is scheduled for Tuesday 25 October. However, fears within the LGBT community are that the government may use the recent bomb blasts in the country as a pretext for limiting public access to the hearing itself.  
The Nigerian LGBT community, with international support, has been successful in quashing this bill twice, but now need our support to throw out this bill once and for all.  
UNISON has long voiced its commitment to stand up for LGBT human rights at home and abroad. 
UNISON denounces this attempt to curtail basic human rights within the LGBT community and their allies. We are asking members to please sign this petition urging the Nigerian government to decriminalize same sex relationships, stop the proposed bill and uphold the fundamental human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in Nigeria. 
UNISON LGBT pages: http://www.unison.org.uk/out/
[Full link to the petition: http://www.change.org/petitions/nigeria-stop-the-anti-same-sex-marriage-bill-decriminalize-same-sex-love]
Swaziland in economic and social turmoil

Last month thousands of Swazis took to the streets as part of a global week of action calling for an end to corruption and a move to multi-party democracy. The regime of King Mswati meted out a heavy-handed response to the protesters, much as it had done following demonstrations earlier this year.

Swaziland is one of the poorest countries in Africa despite being classified as a ‘lower-middle income’ country (63% of its 1.2 million inhabitants live on less than a dollar a day), and has the world's highest prevalence of HIV - 26.1 percent. The current financial crisis has been blamed on a 60 percent drop in revenue from the Southern African Customs Union (SACU), financial mismanagement, as well as Mswati’s extravagant lifestyle, which includes building a dozen or so palaces and frequent overseas trips and shopping excursions for his relatives, 13 wives and estimated 27 children.

A promised bailout from South Africa, which caused outrage among many who saw it as ‘rewarding’ the profligate and corrupt Mswati regime, appears to be in limbo. Conditions, which the Swaziland Democracy Campaign and COSATU (the SA TUC) saw as being too vague, appear to be too stringent for the king, and he has not signed the Memorandum of Understanding which would guarantee the release of the first tranche of money. 

Think tank Africa Conflict Prevention Programme said of the current situation in Swaziland: “The government does not fully appreciate the magnitude of the fiscal crisis, the potential for a social crisis and the need for dialogue… They think it is just about money and think it will be fine if they get a loan as it will address the liquidity crisis. It’s a band aid approach… [But] it is not about money. It’s about governance.”

The weeklong action in September was supported by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) whose spokesperson said: “This is a continuation of the agenda for genuine social and political transformation initiated by the Swaziland United Democratic Front and planned by its campaign wing, the Swaziland Democracy Campaign (SDC) which the Federation aligns fully with its programs.”

UNISON has been asked to support public service unions in Swaziland through the UNISON International Development Fund and has provided support to the SDC to publicise their campaign for democracy and an end to corruption and state violence. UNISON is also working with Action for Southern Africa (ACTSA) to ensure Swaziland remains a priority country until there is a transition to democracy.

Swaziland Democracy Campaign http://swazidemocracy.org  

ACTSA www.actsa.org    

Serious trade union rights concerns in Latin America

A number of recent reports show that the situation for trade unionists across a range of countries in Latin America is still a cause for great concern. 
Ecuador

In Ecuador, following the government’s attack on the rights of trade unions in the public sector to organise and bargain collectively, the state has been trying to force public sector workers to retire early with heavily reduced pensions.

Guatemala

In Guatemala there have been a string of trade unionists who have been murdered over the last year. The latest victims include two women activists, Lesbia Elias Xurup, an energy worker and Maria Santos Mejia, the secretary of the union representing sweatshop workers, who leaves four orphaned children including a four month old baby. And on 13 September Byron Arrega, leader of the Administrative Workers’ Union was assassinated as he got into his car in Quetzaltenango. Arrega’s union led a campaign against the Registrar General of Quetzaltenango due to his role in workers’ rights violations. These murders are a sign of the increasing failure of the Guatemalan government to guarantee the full exercise of human, labour and trade union rights in the country.
Colombia
And in Colombia, the recent murder of Rafael Tobon Zea, a member of the mine workers union SINTRAMIENENERGETICA, highlights the continuing dire situation the country and confirmed by recent reports. A recent Human Rights Watch Study stated that it found ‘virtually no progress in getting convictions for killings that have occurred in the last four and a half years. The study also found that convictions have been obtained for less than 10% of the nearly 3000 trade unionists murdered since 1986 and of the 74 convictions obtained in the past year most were as a result of plea bargains by members of the right wing militias who confessed in exchange for leniency. The conclusion of a report by the US Office on Colombia stated while there had been some change in the rhetoric of the year old Santos government:
‘There has been a deterioration in the human rights situation of certain sectors of civil society, such as human rights defenders, leaders of afro-descendent and indigenous communities, and particularly those who defend the rights of displaced populations. It is evident that the actions of illegal armed groups, especially paramilitaries, continue to dramatically affect civil society. Paramilitary groups continue to target human rights organizations, leaders of displaced populations, and Afro-Colombian and indigenous victims’ associations. This is reflected by the increase in the number of threats and attacks that have been reported in the past year.’
Abbas submits Palestine statehood bid at the UN – latest news
Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian Authority and Chair of the PLO, submitted the Palestinian bid for statehood to the United Nations at the end of September. The request is currently being assessed by the Security Council. Earlier this year the Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions asked UNISON to support the campaign for Palestinian statehood and the NEC International Committee endorsed the call, as did the TUC.
In the run-up to the request to the UN, UNISON was invited to meet with the Palestinian Ambassador to the UK, Dr Manuel Hassassian who thanked the trade union movement for its support of the Palestinian people. Alison Shepherd, chair of the NEC International Committee spoke at a rally outside Downing Street calling on the UK government to support the Palestinian request.
Unfortunately the UK has not publicly stated how it will vote either at the UN Security Council nor at the UN General Assembly. 
A website has been set up to support the Palestinian bid here in the UK: www.palestine194.org.
LGBTQ politics and the Palestinian struggle: Ten years of activism, Thursday 20 October, 6 – 8pm

UNISON Centre, 130 Euston Road, London NW1 2AY
Speakers will include Haneen Maikey (Director of alQaws Centre for Sexual and Gender Diversity in Palestinian Society) and Sarah Colborne, Director Palestine Solidarity Campaign

Haneen will present LGBTQ struggle in Palestine through the broader historical and political context and explain the formation of a Palestinian LGBTQ movement, which evolved throughout different, major historical events in the political sphere of the region. 

Haneen will talk about the evolution of ‘pinkwashing’ by Israel from the perspective of marginalized Palestinian queers. Haneen Maikey is also a co-founder of the political movement of the Palestinian Queers for Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (PQBDS). 

PQBDS is a group of Palestinian queer activists who live in the Palestinian Occupied Territory and inside Israel, who came together to promote and stand for the Palestinian civil society call for boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel. 

AlQaws for Sexual & Gender Diversity in Palestinian Society is a group of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning and queer (LGBTQ) Palestinian activists who work collaboratively to break down gendered and heteronormative barriers in Palestinian society: www.alqaws.org 

Please register if you want to attend - numbers are limited. Please send an email to IRelations@unison.co.uk by 5pm on 18 October to secure a place.
Don’t Buy into the Israeli Occupation: Palestine Solidarity Campaign Trade Union Conference, Saturday 29 October 10am – 4.30pm

Congress House, Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3LS

At TUC Congress this year, support for Palestinian rights was overwhelming. TUC policy “instructs the General Council to work closely with the Palestine Solidarity Campaign to actively encourage affiliates, employers and pension funds to disinvest from, and boycott the goods of, companies who profit from illegal settlements, the Occupation and the construction of the Wall”.
For the last three years, the TUC has voted to support Palestinian rights. This conference will promote discussion on how we take the campaign on the boycott of complicit firms forward, with keynote speakers from Palestine and the trade unions, alongside practical workshops to develop the work and increase solidarity nationally, regionally and locally.
Speakers from Palestine will include: 

Fatina Jubeh, General Union of Palestinian Teachers
Ghada Abu Ghalyoon, Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions
Niaz Kadadha, Leader of the Striking Salit Quarry workers (WAC – Maan).
UNISON is supporting this conference. You can find more information, and register on-line at: www.palestinecampaign.org/psc_conf/
Palestine in Parliament day, Wednesday 23 November, 2- 6pm 

We need your help to tell Parliament to help end the siege on Gaza, to act now on Jerusalem and to stop arming Israel. As the pressure grows on Israel to end its illegal occupation and more and more of us become aware of the injustices against Palestinians denied their basic rights, so Israel’s government grows more repressive. The international community, with the UK playing a leading role, needs to act now. Please help campaign for Palestine by lobbying your MP as part of our Annual Lobby of Parliament on Wednesday 23rd November from 2 - 6pm.
 What you can do:
1. Make sure that you can travel that day to meet your MP in Parliament 

2. write to your MP and let them know you want to meet them on Wednesday 23rd November between 2pm and 6pm, and ask them for an appointment

3. Book your travel and accommodation

4. Let the Palestine Solidarity Campaign know you have asked your MP for a meeting. 


For more information please go to the PSC website: www.palestinecampaign.org/lobby-2011  
Request your ICTUR Freedom of Association global map today   

We have a limited number of 2010 ICTUR Freedom of Association maps available. These large maps show the state of trade union rights around the globe, describing the levels of respect around the world for the fundamental Freedom of Association Conventions of the ILO. Request yours today. Send an email to Rachel Amosu: r.amosu@unison.co.uk
Apply for TUC education’s ‘Going Global’ course 

Are you passionate about global issues? Want to do more to help those suffering from poor working conditions? Then TUC education’s ‘Going Global’ course is for you. This eight-week course starts this month, October 2011. 
The ‘Going Global: Trade Unions and International Development’ course is ideal for trade union reps interested in understanding the issues of global poverty and promoting international trade union development. 
The course will help you to: explore the experience of working people in a global context, understand the role of trade unions in development, recognise different kinds of solidarity actions as well as help you work out what you can do to build interest and activism in your union.
For more information on the course, please visit: http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/education/learn-2326-f0.cfm.
Events
Thursday 20 October
LGBTQ politics and the Palestinian struggle: Ten years of activism

 6 – 8pm

UNISON Centre, 130 Euston Road, London NW1 2AY
More details on this event in the newsletter above. 

Please register if you want to attend - numbers are limited. Please send an email to IRelations@unison.co.uk by 5pm on 18 October to secure a place. 

Friday 21 – 23 October 
UNISON International Seminar

Friday 5pm – Sunday 12pm

UNISON Centre, 130 Euston Road, London NW1 2AY

More details on this event in the newsletter above. 

Please note, registration is now complete, and the seminar is fully subscribed. Those on the waiting list may be contacted to fill cancellations that occur before October 21.
Saturday 29 October

Don’t Buy into the Israeli Occupation: Palestine Solidarity Campaign Trade Union Conference

10am – 4.30pm

Congress House, Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3LS

More details on this event in the newsletter above. 

Register on-line at: www.palestinecampaign.org/psc_conf/ 
Action for Southern Africa (ACTSA) Annual General Meeting and Conference: ‘Climate Change: Listen to Southern Africa’
Annual General Meeting: 11am 

Conference: 2 – 4.30pm 

Amnesty International, The Human Rights Action Centre, 17 - 25 New Inn Yard, London, EC2A 3EA

The AGM is a chance for ACTSA members and affiliates to help decide ACTSA plans and priorities and to stand for and vote in elections for the ACTSA national executive council.

 

The afternoon conference, 'Climate change: Listen to southern Africa' will hear from speakers from southern Africa and the UK about the calls of the region for a fair and equitable deal at the forthcoming UN climate change conference in Durban. 

Conference speakers include: 
Thuli Brilliance Makama, winner of the 2010 Goldman Environmental Prize

Dr Rob Davies MP, Minister of Trade and Industry, South Africa (by video)
For more information, see ACTSA’s website: http://www.actsa.org/page-1421-Annual_General_Meeting.html
Wednesday 23 November 
Palestine in Parliament day

2- 6pm 

House of Commons, Westminster, London

Tell Parliament to help end the siege on Gaza, to act now on Jerusalem and to stop arming Israel. More details on this event in the newsletter above.
Saturday 3 December 
Latin America 2011 Conference: Making a better world possible
Congress House, Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3LS 
Led by countries such as Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua and Bolivia, progressive governments in Latin America have transformed the lives of millions in recent years, extending health and education for the first time and enhancing social equality.

As part of ALBA, the Bolivarian Alliance for the Americas, these countries are joining together to forge a better and more just society for people across the region.

The Latin America 2011 conference is open to all. Find out first hand about the latest developments in the continent and how we can offer solidarity at this crucial time.
Initial speakers include:
Families of the Miami 5 from Cuba
Egle Sanchez, Venezuelan trade union leader,
Guissell Morales-Echaverry, Nicaraguan Embassy
Frances O’Grady, TUC Deputy General Secretary
Richard Gott, Writer
Billy Hayes, CWU General Secretary
Victoria Brittain, Writer
Bob Crow, RMT General Secretary
Jeremy Corbyn MP
Sally Hunt, UCU General Secretary
Plus speakers and eyewitness reports from Colombia, Honduras, Bolivia, Guatemala, Mexico and across the continent.

For more information and registration, visit: http://www.latinamericaconference.org.uk/2011/08/latin-america-2011
.
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