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Ten Good Reasons Why You Should Take Part in the UNISON Black Members Regional Group
1. Become more active in your branch

2. Meet other Black people, share knowledge and ideas

3. Become more involved in self-organised activities

4. Get more information about current and forthcoming legislation and policy

5. Be part of UNISON’s policy making

6. Be part of UNISON campaigns for tougher laws to make it illegal to discriminate on the basis of sex, race, age, disability or sexual orientation.
7. Black trade unionists earn 32 per cent more than non-unionised colleagues
8. Make Black Members’ voices stronger

9. You are less likely to be discriminated against

10. You get more and better training
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Please fill in your details and we will put you on our mailing list:
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Respect and Equal Rights

UNISON is fighting for equal rights and respect for Black people in the union, at work and in life.
The use of the term ‘Black’ is spelt with a capital ‘B’ to differentiate it from the colour black. It indicates a shared history of racism, discrimination, oppression, prejudice, isolation, xenophobia, exclusion, harassment, enslavement and colonialism, and acknowledges our struggle against these. 
It is about the strength of Black people as a majority and not divided and classed as an ‘ethnic minority’.

Despite many hard-won rights, it is still important to keep up the pressure so people do not forget. 
Through UNISON, you can help yourself, and other people, by participating in the ongoing activities to promote equality in all aspects of life.

Being a member of a union, you are not alone and as a member of the Black Members Group, you can also keep yourself informed about issues relevant to yourself and your situation. 
Furthermore, you can participate in the making of UNISON’s policies and be part of the campaigns against discrimination in all its forms.
By participating you can also make Black members’ voices stronger — the more we are and the more we stand together, the harder it is to ignore us.

National Black Member’s 
Self-Organisation
Black members’ self-organisation at a national level is co-ordinated by the National Black Members’ Committee, made up of the regional representatives and representatives from the national committees representing lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) members, women members and disabled members.
A National Black Members’ Conference is held every year where Black members from branches, regional groups and national self organised groups (SOGs) meet to discuss issues and decide on their priorities for the up and coming year.

The National Black Members’ Committee is a recognised part of the union structure and works with other national committees, such as the National Executive Council (NEC) and national negotiators to ensure that race equality is kept at the heart of UNISON’s activities.

For further details on becoming involved in the Black members group, please contact the regional Black members Contact:  

Mumta Erkadoo

Email: m.erkadoo@unison.co.uk  

Tel: 0845 355 0845

www.unison.org.uk/southeast/blackmembers.asp
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