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Retired members in UNISON – what the rules say
Retired members are an important organising asset for UNISON. They share working members’ interests in protecting our public services and have a wealth of personal experience to contribute. Where branches are short of person power, retired members may have time, experience and help to give. 

However there is a clear distinction in UNISON’s rules between the roles of full, working members and members who have retired.  UNISON sets great store by its objective to build itself as an organising union, where new members participate and become active in all aspects of the union, rather than be passive receivers of services.  Also, retired members are not permitted to participate in decision making on pay and conditions of working members.

For this reason UNISON rules state that retired members can only hold office and vote for positions within UNISON’s retired members organisation.  There is an NEC protocol whereby - in exceptional circumstances - branches can apply for a named individual to hold a branch post other than retired members’ officer.  But it must be stressed that this is the exception, is for a specified period of time only, does not confer any voting rights - and such agreement is rarely given.

So what can retired LGBT members do?

Retired members can participate in open meetings of branch and regional LGBT groups, as long as they do not vote on matters relating to the pay and conditions of working members or vote for positions outside retired members organisation.  So – for example – retired members can join in discussions and campaigns for legal changes or more inclusive public services.  But they cannot hold a position on a regional LGBT committee or participate in the business part of a regional LGBT group AGM.

Retired LGBT members are very much encouraged to get actively involved in retired members organisation.  Numbers of out LGBT members attending national retired members conference and involved in regional retired members groups have risen every year for the past three years.  There are now LGBT caucus meetings at retired members conference.  This increased involvement is a very positive development for us all.
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