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PRESS RELEASE
	July 2010
Norfolk County Council is proposing to slash the budget of the Connexions Service by 50%, axing 65 front line jobs in the process.  UNISON, the union representing Connexions workers is opposing the change.  UNISON Norfolk Branch Secretary Jonathan Dunning says:
“Young people aged 14 to 19 value the Connexions Service as it is a crucial part of the education system.  It provides them advice and guidance to prepare them for life in the wider world.  To cut this service is to disregard the development of our young people and disregards the Connexions workers who are dedicated to making a real difference to the life of young people”.

Connexions provides support and guidance on a range of issues;

· careers guidance

· health education

· sex education/awareness

· state benefits advice

· accommodation problems

The cuts proposed by Norfolk County Council are as a result of Central Government cutting the Area Based Grant for Children’s Services by £4.02m after the budget for 2010/11 had already been set.  Norfolk County Council propose to find £1.4m of this from the Connexions Service.  Jonathan Dunning adds:

“We will be calling on the County Council’s Cabinet to make a statement opposing these cuts and supporting the continued funding of the Connexions Service.  The Conservative Council 
continued

have supported the current Connexions Service for 10 years so for Cabinet not to make such a statement will be to undermine local 
democracy by doing Central Government’s dirty work for them.  We hope Cabinet will put the interests of young people in Norfolk before that of political dogma”.
The impact of cutting Connexions in Norfolk could be;

· increased drop outs from Colleges

· increased youth unemployment

· increased social problems

· increased unplanned pregnancies

· increased homelessness

· increased drug & alcohol abuse

Jonathan Dunning ends by saying:

“UNISON urge Norfolk people to make their views known to their local county councilor and MPs and to oppose the cut to a vital frontline public service.”

Contacts:   Jonathan Dunning, Norfolk County UNISON Branch Secretary 01603 222384 or 01603 624760 
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