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Dave Prentis speaking at the UNISON building site on 

IWMD, shortly before the minutesõ silence was held. 

MILLIONS PAID OUT TO     
ASBESTOS VICTIMS  

 
On 28 April, International Workers  
Memorial Day (IWMD), UNISON  
revealed that nearly £2 million had been 
paid out in the last year alone, to   
members suffering from deadly        
asbestos-related diseases.  This figure 
highlights the risk that many workers 
face just doing their day-to-day jobs. 
 

 UNISON -WIDE MINUTEõS    
SILENCE  

 
General Secretary, Dave Prentis,  joined 
public sector staff across the UK in a 
minuteõs silence at midday on 28 April.  
Colleagues who had become victims of 
asbestos and other work-related       
diseases, or those killed or injured at 
work were remembered.    
 
UNISON, the UKõs largest public    
sector union, continues to fight for    
justice for the thousands of workers 
who have been put in danger by their       
employers, including staff who have 
suffered permanent injuries as a result 
of violence while on duty. 

Dave Prentis said: 
 
òHealth and safety has barely been mentioned during the election    
campaign, but we want to see preventable accidents becoming a priority.  
Tighter regulations and more inspections - which have declined         
dramatically - would help tackle the problem.  It is shocking that so 
many workers have died, or been seriously injured, because employers 
have failed to take the necessary steps to protect them.ó 
 
òToo many employers put short-cuts before the safety of their staff and 
many workers still suffer in silence, losing their physical and mental 
health before management are forced to take action.ó 

Continued overleaf. 



 

 

TUC SAFETY REPS  

SURVEY 2010  

The eighth TUC survey of safety reps is now out and 
your response is crucial.  The survey will provide    
UNISON and the TUC with updated information 
about the experiences and needs of you, our safety 
reps.  Weõll use this information to guide us in helping 
you in your role, and to ensure that your views and 
experiences are better reflected in public policy      
debates and in the work of the Health and Safety   
Executive.  The anonymous results will be published 
and used to campaign for better health and safety 
standards at work, including more rights for safety 
reps. 
 
Get your copy of the survey at: www.tuc.org.uk/
h_and_s/tuc-17914-f0.cfm.  You can download and 
print a word or pdf  version, or you can fill it in       
online.  Please complete and return it as soon as you 
can, and by 1 July at the latest. 

 

Join UNISON online      

today at: 

www.unison.org.uk/join ,   

or call: 0845 355 0845.  

Continued from page 1. 

One minuteõs silence on the site of the new UNISON Centre.   

UNISON remembers the dead and promises to fight for the living.  

WHAT DID YOU DO 

ON IWMD?  

Many UNISON branches, safety activists, and 
members organised and/or took part in events and 
activities for IWMD.  If youõve not told us already, 
get in touch - we want to add your details to our 
growing catalogue of events.  
 

CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT  

 
Given the change of government, itõs now all the 
more important to show the strength of feeling on 
work related health and safety.  Thereõs no need to 
send in a long report, just a few notes on what you 
did, who with, when, and any results or outcome.  
Donõt forget to include some photos if any. 
 
Also did you use our materials?  If so, what did 
you think of them?  If not, why not?  Email us at: 
healthandsafety@unison.co.uk.   

Health and Safety Extra   2                May 2010 
Printed and published by: UNISON, 1 Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9AJ. 

 

 

 
òUNISON helps members and their families get   
compensation for injuries and illnesses.  The         
compensation for asbestos related injuries and deaths, 
goes some way towards getting justice for the victims, 
helping them pay for their treatment and funding the 
families left behind, but it will never make up for the 
tragic loss of life.ó 


