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Are you a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender UNISON member?

Do you want to find out what your union is doing for LGBT equality and how you can get involved?

Finding out what’s going on

· Check out the UNISON LGBT web pages www.unison.org.uk/out  They are regularly updated and include lots of information on workplace rights, UNISON events and our campaigns.
· Sign up for the national LGBT mailing list – hard copy mailings, marked personal, are sent to members on this confidential mailing list several times a year.  They include the LGBT newsletter ‘Out in UNISON’, plus details of national events such as the annual LGBT conference.  You can add your own name to the mailing list at http://www.unison.org.uk/out/mailinglist.asp, e-mail your details (name, postal address and membership number) to out@unison.co.uk, phone them through to UNISONDirect on 0845 355 0845 (voice) or 0800 0 967 968 (minicom) or write to the National LGBT Officer, UNISON, 1 Mabledon Place, London, WC1H 9AJ.
· Sign up for the monthly LGBT electronic news bulletin at http://www.unison.org.uk/news/mailinglist.asp#out (if you don’t have an e-mail address you can request a paper copy from the National LGBT Officer).  
Get involved

Each of the 12 UNISON regions has an LGBT group.  These have their own confidential mailing lists, regular meetings, organise training courses for activists, elect representatives to the UNISON national LGBT committee and play an active part in all aspects of the union’s work in the region.

Contact details for each regional LGBT group are on the web at http://www.unison.org.uk/out/pages_view.asp?did=80.  If you don’t have web access, phone UNISONDirect on 0845 355 0845 or write to the national LGBT Officer for details of your group.
Some branches have their own LGBT officer.  Their name and contact details should be widely publicised within the branch, so you can find out who it is without outing yourself to other branch representatives if you don’t want to.   You can also find out via your regional LGBT group.
Black and Disabled LGBT members

Black and Disabled LGBT members meet as distinctive groups within our LGBT group.  There are annual meetings for black and disabled LGBT members to network, identify issues, elect members to the national LGBT committee and discuss proposals for national conference. 
Bisexual and Transgender members

UNISON made the change in 2005 from a lesbian and gay group to a lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender members group.  We are particularly keen to involve bisexual and transgender members and make sure bi and trans issues are fully addressed in our work.  There are annual meetings for bisexual and transgender meetings members to network, identify issues, elect members to the national LGBT committee and discuss proposals for national conference.
Details are sent of both sets of meetings are sent to all branches, members on the national mailing list, publicised in our newsletter ‘Out in UNISON’ and advertised on the web pages.

Confidentiality

You can get involved in all this without having to be out at work.  We take confidentiality very seriously.
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UNISONdirect Lo-call 0845 355 0845 6am to midnight Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm Saturday 
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