UNISON’S BOOK GRANT AND OPEN UNIVERSITY AWARDS SCHEME 2014
INTRODUCTION 
This scheme provides financial help to UNISON members:

· in general non-vocational education

· in vocational education relevant to work in the public services
The UNISON Rule Book sets out the following general qualifications and conditions for receipt of an award.

i.
membership of UNISON for at least 4 weeks prior to the member applying for the grant concerned

ii.
no arrears of subscriptions
iii
the member continues to pay all membership subscriptions required from him/her throughout the time that he/she is in education and training supported by the award,  unless the NEC dispenses with this requirement in his/her case.

CRITERIA AND GENERAL POINTS
· A member is entitled to only one award per calendar year and up to four awards maximum.
· The applicant must be meeting the full costs of the course themselves.

· These are for courses up to and including under graduate level.  No awards are available for Masters Degrees study or above.

· Applications are dealt with on a first-come, first-served basis until funding is exhausted.  Funding becomes available at two points in the year: 1 January and 1 September.
· A copy of your course registration and proof that you are meeting the cost of fees yourself will be required before an award can be paid.  Enclosing copies of these documents with your application will help us to process your application more swiftly.  

· Application forms must be endorsed by the Branch Secretary or Branch Education Officer before they can be considered for a bursary.  The applicant is responsible for this.
· All awards will be made at the discretion of the NEC Development & Organising Committee.  All members applying for financial assistance may be expected to provide a detailed syllabus of the course and to provide the Committee with evidence that they have completed the course.  If a member withdraws from their course for any reason they should notify Learning and Organising Services.

· Applications must be made on the attached form and returned to the following address:

	Bursaries Administrator

UNISON Learning & Organising Services

130 Euston Road

London NW1 2AY
	
	Tel:  020 7121 5116

Fax: 020 7121 5101 

email:  Learningandorganising@unison.co.uk


BURSARIES AND AWARDS AVAILABLE
1.
Book Grants - These grants of approximately £70 are intended to help members studying up to and including at under-graduate level at their own expense on the following types of courses:
i.
Trade Union and Labour Studies where an applicant has not received a bursary 

ii.
Non-vocational education up to and including under-graduate level 

iii.
Vocational education relevant to public service work up to and including under-graduate level.

2.
Open University Awards - Awards are £120 for 60 point courses and £60 for 30 point courses.
UNISON’S BOOK GRANT AND OPEN UNIVERSITY AWARDS APPLICATION FORM 2014
SECTION ONE – to be completed by the applicant

Please read the application criteria on pages 1 before completing this form

Type of award applied for (Please tick appropriate box)  □
OU Award
□
Book Grant
YOUR DETAILS

Name


Address  



  Postcode  


Telephone (Work)

(Home) 


Email  


Occupation


Working hours per week  (Please tick appropriate box) 
( Full-time
(
 Part-time

If part-time, number of hours worked per week


And number of weeks per year


Approximate date of last application 
UNISON Membership No.  


Length of UNISON membership (including partner union)

UNISON Branch Name


Please list any qualifications you have achieved to date 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

THE COURSE YOU WANT TO STUDY

Course title 
 

Name of college 


Duration of course 


If course or degree study lasts more than one year, which year (e.g. 2nd of 3 years) 


Course start date  
  Course fees this year  £


Are you meeting the full cost of the course fees yourself?  


Please summarise briefly the course content  


What are your reasons for taking this course?  


Open University Award only:   Course Reference No., e.g. K100   


Type of OU award applied for (Please tick) 
( 
30 point course
 (
60 point course

Member’s signature 
         Date


SECTION TWO

To be completed by the Branch Secretary or the Branch Education Officer

No application can be considered unless this section is completed.  The member should arrange this.

	Name  


Address  




Postcode   

	 
	Branch Stamp


I confirm that  …………………………………………………(name of applicant)

I. is at present a member of this branch of UNISON

II. is not in arrears with subscriptions

III. has completed the above details correctly to the best of my knowledge

Branch Signature 
     Date  


	Please return the completed form with a copy of your course registration and fee receipt where applicable to:

Bursaries Administrator

UNISON Learning & Organising Services

130 Euston Road
London NW1 2AY
	
	All awards will be made at the discretion of the NEC Development & Organising Committee.  All members applying for financial assistance may be expected to provide a detailed syllabus of the course and to provide the Committee with evidence that they have completed the course.  If a member withdraws from their course for any reason they should notify Learning and Organising Services. 


1

