


These are worrying times. We are in the 
grip of an economic crisis caused by 
greedy bankers and speculators. All of us 
know someone who has lost their job, or 
their home, or is struggling to pay their bills. 
Yet the government’s response is to hand 
over billions to the failed banks and big 
business whilst planning cuts in vital 
public services. It’s not right and we 
didn’t vote for it.

UNISON is demanding that the government 
puts people first, and takes urgent action to 
build a fairer society and beat the crisis.

This is the agenda we are taking to the heart 
of government – UNISON, putting you first. 
We want you to join us in our campaign.

Dave Prentis
UNISON General Secretary



A system in crisis

The economic crisis is the result of 
greedy bankers and speculators 
gambling with other people’s 
money and all our futures. It 
is the result of a financial and 
economic system that was 
allowed to spiral out of control, 
allowing a privileged few to get 
rich, leaving the rest of us to pay 
the price. UNISON is calling for 
urgent government action to 
protect our members, families and 
our communities and to lay the 
foundations for a strong economy 
and a fairer society.



Put people first

Now is the time to put people first. 
Hard working people must not be left 
to pay the price for a crisis they did 
not create. The low paid and average 
wage earners, women, young people, 
pensioners, minorities, and people with 
disabilities are especially vulnerable.

UNISON is demanding decisive action to:

•	Protect people’s jobs. People are 
rightly angry that billions have been 
pumped into the banks yet they are still 
not lending. If the leading banks are 
to be bailed out and taken into public 
ownership they must be run for the 
benefit of all. Our stakes in the banks – 
as taxpayers and savers – must be used 
to help people get back into work and 
help those in our communities suffering 
through no fault of their own.

•	Stop the planned bailout for Private 
Finance Initiative profiteers – the 
bailout of multinational companies who 
have made vast profits by taking over 
our schools and hospitals, ripping off the 
taxpayer and public service workers. The 
government must now invest in publicly-
owned schools and hospitals, instead of 
handing them over to private companies.

•	Stop people from losing their homes. 
Give urgent help to people struggling to 
pay their mortgages and better security 
for tenants. Give councils the cash to 
build and renovate homes, buy empty 
ones and provide more affordable 
housing to tackle the housing shortage.

•	Provide extra help with rising 
fuel bills, paid for by a windfall 
tax on energy companies.

•	Give more help for people thrown 
out of work – better redundancy 
pay, decent benefits and retraining 
opportunities to help people back into 
work, with quality apprenticeships and 
training for the young unemployed.

•	Regulate banks, financial institutions 
and businesses in all of our interests.

 
 
Public services – a lifeline

Public services are a lifeline for 
communities and a vital safety net for 
our people facing hard times. They 
keep people in work and support 
local economies.

UNISON is calling on the government to:

•	stop public service job cuts that 
add to unemployment and weaken 
essential services

•	expand services that help people who 
are struggling to cope – like welfare and 
housing advice, health and social care

•	increase funding to community and 
voluntary organisations that are a lifeline 
for people in need

•	stop privatisation and contracting out 
– it makes no sense and it doesn’t work

•	agree a Green New Deal so we can 
invest in environmental technology, green 
jobs and energy-saving projects.

 
Working together

We all need to play our part in meeting 
these challenges – communities and 
trade unions, working together and 
campaigning for change.

We can’t go back to “business as usual” 
where bankers and bonuses matter 
more than people and public services. 
We need to build a fair society based on 
good jobs, quality public services and a 
stronger, more tolerant society.

We are calling on the government to:

 •	make tax fair and crack down on 
tax avoidance – instead of cutting back 
on public services, so essential to our 
communities in a recession

•	ensure fair and equal pay for all, and 
a decent minimum wage so that no-one 
needs to get into dangerous debt

•	guarantee a decent state pension to 
ensure dignity in retirement

•	regulate finance to make sure our 
savings and pensions are safe and 
invested responsibly.

This crisis has demonstrated what can 
happen when inequality, private greed 
and unregulated market forces get out of 
control. It is up to us to show there is a 
better way. UNISON is challenging those 
calling for cuts to pay, pensions and 
services, and we will rebut the racist myths 
and false solutions peddled by the BNP.

It is time to reassert what matters most 
– putting people first and the values of 
fairness, solidarity and democracy – 
values that public service workers put 
into practice every day. UNISON is at 
the forefront of the campaign for better 
public services and for a better life for 
public service workers – workers like 
yourself who deserve to be treated with 
dignity and respect.

Putting you first
UNISON’s agenda for a strong economy and a fair society

A million voices for change
UNISON’s campaign for a fairer society

UNISON is putting you first

How you can help:

•	 �Get involved in our campaign for public 
services and a fairer society.

•	 �Tell us how the crisis is affecting you, your 
services and your community – and what you 
think needs to change.

•	 �Take this agenda to local political or community 
meetings – or organise one of your own – we 
can provide materials and speakers.

•	 �Work with other local organisations to bring 
about the changes your community needs.

•	 �Ask non-members in your workplace to join 
UNISON and get involved.

For more information, or to join  
UNISON call 0845 355 0845.
Textphone users call
0800 0 967 968 or visit
www.unison.org.uk/positivelypublic
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